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next month would focus oo Soviet 
lews settling in tend and die 
Israeli’ held territories. Arab 
states Hear many of the Jewish 
emigrants. exp e cted to reach 
haSf-ji- mtTikyi over the next few 
yean, will be e ncou r ag ed by 
Israel to settle in tbe o c apt d 
territories where tbe PLO warns 
to set up a Palestinian state;, 
"This is Arab Und and a dfonutori 
issue.., if is a grave nasraxr of 
Israel to aa alone on tins tame,” 
Mubarak said. Moscow has cafied 
for a meeti ng of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council to consider tbe sane, 
but it refuses to curb the Jewish 
exodus. 

Egpttnfaader may 

ASWAN (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosra Mubana plans to visit 
Syria later this month following 
the resumption of foQ diplomatic 
ties with Damascus last year, a 
senior official said Sunday, 
“Mubarak intends to fly to 
Damascus later this month, prob- 
ably after tbe fbur-natioo ACC 
summit in Amman,” the official 
told Renters. The leaden of 
Egypt, Iran, Jordan and North 
Yemen me one to meet m Amman 


Yemen are dne to meet m Amman 
on Feb. 24. one year after they 
formed the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) as an economic 


Kuwaiti minister tn 
Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) .— Kuwaiti 
Foreign Mhmtef Sabah 

Al Ahmad Al Sabah strived in 
Baghdad Sunday for talks ex- 
pected to inehMtt the eacodw of 
Soviet Jews to brad. The Kuwait 
News Abcdcy saht Saturday that 


*r,’ 


,000 Soviet Jews over the next 
few years. Palestinians and Arab 
states fear tbe new arrivals win 
settle in the Israeli-occupied teni- 
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nnssem xrom ioc 
Kuwaiti Emir, Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, before leaving 
for Jordan. 

Aden, Sana’a discuss 


with Ah Salem Al BakOi. 
ary-general of the riding 


South Yemen has since 
announced reforms to its Marxist 


e shuttled between Sana a and 
Aden to begin impl em e nt ing the 
accord, wife both countries re- 
porting the merger of several laws 
and government departments. 
Unification is scheduled for 


November, 

of 


Sudan reports 
52 rebels killed 

KHARTOUM (R) — Govem- 


bavfl killed 52 southern rebels in 
two separate battles, state Radio 
Omdannan said. It sod seven 
men from the Popular Forces, the 
nanus given by Sudan's nrifitaxy 
rulers to pro-government tribal 
nrifitax, were MBed and three 
wounded* it did art say where or 
when the banks took place. Re-: 
beb of the. Sudan People's U- 
bentioa Army have been ffrhtmg 
die government in southern 


King warns U.S. on 
Jewish immigration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein ex p ress ed concern Sunday that the 
United States is moving away from Its 
historic policy of supporting Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip just as new Soviet immigrants 
begin to stream into the Jewish state. 




The Kmg voiced Arab concern 
about the projected influx of as 
many re 750.000 new immigrants 
to ucadi over tbe next five or six 
yean, hi an interview Washing- 
too Post c o ndu cted by Caryfc 
Murphy and Jack wo Diehl, the 
King sharply criticised the U.S. 
approach to the immigration , a 
pobey be arid presetted a direct 
threat to Jordan. 

If Soviet immigrant s move to 
the West Bank, King Hussein 
said, “it obviously means that 
these people are going to displace 
arisen,” xbsring a new wave of 
Palestinian emigration to Jordan. 
Wiib the arrivals of Soviet immig- 
rants in West Batik settlements, 
foe King sod, the United States 
appeared to be softening its 
opposition to Israel's expansion 
into the t erri tories. 

“Now we are putting into ques- 
tion, ft seems, the whole status of 
the occupied territories,” King 
Hasses) said. “Fm most distres- 
sed abouz it. H the basic formula 
for peace is territory for peace... 
then weYe starting to bear about 
something entirely different 
now.” 


cnlaxly upset by tbe United 
States' abstettkm Friday during a 
vote on a rasofotion of the United 
Human Rights Cfl BB fr 
rion which called on Israel not to 
settle the immigrants in the 


‘T akttiniau and Arab” territor- 
ies that brad occupied in tbe 
1967 Mideast war. UJS. Ambas- 
sador Morris Abram said in ex- 
plaining the abstention that the 
Umted States does not accept 
resofartioa's ‘‘prejudgement” of 
die territories' final status, which 
he said “can only be dofenumed 
through negotiations.” 

“Is tins authorised, is tins Un- 
ited States’ policy?" King Honda 
said, pointing to a copy of 
Abram’s statement. “This is a 
direct contradiction to (U.N. 
Security Council Resolution) 242, 
which (concerns) inadmisability 
of acquisition of territory by 
force” uid which Washington 
was long supported. 

According to the Washington 
Post, U.S. officials said that 
Abram's statement, which called 
the settlements of Soviet immig- 
rants “an obstacle to peace,” did 
not contradict U.S. support for 
the formula of land for peace, 
nor (fid it represent a change in 
policy. 

King Hussein's criticism re- 
flected his concern that the new 
wave of immigration to Israel win 
come at tbe expence of the stabil- 
ity of Jordan. “We are trying, to 
attract tbe' attention of fob world 
to what is happening because it 
affects us directly,” Kmg Hussein 
raid. 

King Hussein urged tbe United 


H.M. King Hussein 
States to provide guaranties that 
Soviet immigrants “have not 
gone to replace others, to expel 
Palestinians from their national 
homeland. "Otter Jordanian offi- 
cials here said Jordan was hoping 
to persuade the Bush administra- 
tion to formally declare Israeli 
settlements in tte territories illeg- 
al and rescind the tax-exempt 
status of U.S. groups that finance 
them. 

In its artide, the Washington 
Post quoted “several officials and 
pofitical observers here” as ex- 
pressing sceptici s m that efforts by 
Arab leaders to stem the im- 
migration to Israel, or even set- 
tlement in tbe West Bank, would 
yield results. “AH the efforts on 
the Arab side wouldn't make any 
difference," tbe Post quoted one 
“prominent Palestinian” as 
saying. 

Asked, about this observation, 
foe Kitig told foe n ewspa p e rt: “I 
believe what is happening in the 
worid is that attention is focussed 
elsewhere at the expense of a 
very dangerous situation here.” 


Geagea seizes base; truce holds 


ADMA BASE, Lebanon (R) — 


dashed mi Jan. 31 in a battle for 
control of Lebanon's Christian 


pses and suspect shells in a 
ca p t ure d airbase Sunday as their 
foe General Mkbol Aciun called 
for talks and Beirut's civilians 
s avo ured a rare calm. 

The 12th ceasefire in 19 days of 
inter-Christian war held through 
the day and many civilians 
attended church to pray for the 
more titan 610 people who have 
been Jaded and 2^00 wounded. 

In a radio statement, Aoun 
aid; “I hope the irregular sitna^ 
tion in the liberated area wfll be 
strived through dialogue... I am 
working for such a solution.” 

This was the first time tbe 
general has taken the initiative in 
seeking talks since his troops and 
those of Lebanese Forces (LF) 
infitt leader Samir Geagea first 


Until Saturday night, Aoun's 
army had slowly asserted its mas- 
tery in saturation shelling and 
ro deet attacks on selected LF 
strongholds followed by ground 
assault 

But a 10-bour offensive by elite 
units of tbe LF, backed with tank, 
artillery and rocket fire, brought 
the muftia its first victory. At 
dawn, scores of army rommandos 
abandoned the Adma Base as a 
ceasefire took hold and moved 
some 15 kilometres away. 

“The operation was very deli- 
cate and da nger ou s . Had any- 
thing gone wrong, there would 
have been a disaster,” said Shak- 
er Abo Suleiman, a member of a 
church mediation committee 


escorting foe commandos during 
the seven-boor evacuation. 

The commando and helicopter 
base, 20 kilometres north of 
Beirut, was the only anny-beld 
pocket in LF territory. Inside die 
perimeter on a pine-dad hflftop 
village overlooking the port of 
Joumeh, LF militiamen drove a 
captured army tank, waving their 
flags and p o intin g to tbe army 
commando emblem. 

Several of Aoun’s armoured 
vehicles still smouldered and 
bodies were seen lying on die 
sbeQ -cratered battleground. 

“The fighting was very fierce. 
Look at mat is left... tins is bad, 
bad, bad,” said an LF fighter who 
took part in foe final push to 
Adma. 


Soweto rally cancelled 
as Mandela fever abates 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
rally was cancelled in South Afri- 
ca's largest Made township Sun- 
day as Mandela fever subsided 
after a wed: of c elebrating the 
release of the world's most 
famous political prisoner. 

Nelson Mandela, freed last 
Sunday under terms of President 
F.W. de Klerk’s bid to break 
South Africa's political deadlock, 
spent a quiet day at home in 
Soweto black township outside 
Johannesburg. 

He was visaed by afew friends 
and tbe leader of a. rival antir 
apartheid group, but the cr ow ds 
which until now put Ms bouse 
under aege 24 brans a day had 
thinned to a trickle. 

A raDy in Soweto to celebrate 
Mandela's release was cancelled 
at the last urinate because of 
argamsatioiul problems, mar- 
shals said. Fewer than 100 people 
had arrived at the sla d iiini when 

foe cancellation was announced. 

At foe other end of Johannes- 
burg, several thousand residents 
tuned out for a march and a rally 
t a Alexandra township, but Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
leaden who had previously said 
they would address the crowds 
railed off at tbe last minute. 

The day passed off peacefully, 
with police keeping a low profile. 

An official of the committee 
coord inating Mandela's program- 
rae durix& nis first weeks of free- 
dom told reporters Sunday that 
there were no details of the ANC 


leader's prorg am me for the next 
few days. 

But be added that Mandela 
would fly to both Bloemfontein 
and Durban next Sunday to 
address welcoming rallies there. 

He is shortly afterwards ex- 
pected to travel to the ANCs 
exile headquarters in Lusaka, 
Zambia, to meet who 

have steered the movement dur- 
ing a 30-year ban on its activities 
inride South Africa. 

South African newspapers 
reacted with amazement Sunday 
as the speed of developments 
since De Klerk announced Man- 
dela’s release and a fitting of the 
ANC ban in a landmark speech to 
parliament on Feb. 2. 

“Astonishingly, it is no longer 
far-fetched to speculate that sub- 
stantive talks could be under way 
within months,” the Sunday 
Times, South Africa's biggest cir- 
culation n ew spap er, said in an 
editorial. 

The ANC announced Friday it 
wanted to send a senior delega- 
tion to Cape Town soon to start 
“talks about talks” with De Klerk 
to dear foe final obstaefes to 
negotiation. 

De Kleik is expected to rive bis 
a greemen t to the ANC viat early 


Bahrain, 

Emirates 

discuss 

summit 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
The rulers of Bahrain and the 
United Arab Emirates conferred 
Sunday amid signs the Arab 
Worid is delaying a decision oo 
convening a special summi t that 
would discuss the influx of Soviet 
Jews into brad. 

UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Al Nahyan arrived 
Saturday from a week-long visit 
to Egypt where he advocated 
hokfing foe summit. 

After bis talks Sunday with the 
Emir of Bahrain, Sbrikb Isa Ibn 
Salman Al Khalifa, the Gulf 

News Agency said the two discus- 
sed Arab issues in talks “char- 
acterised by frankness and under- 
standing.” 

Sources said the pro spects of a 
summit and die subjects it would 
tackle, along with foe 


The ANC demands that South 
Africa lift a three-year state of 
emergency and release ail politic- 
al pnsooen before they will sit 

fCoathmed on page 3) 
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rion, were top issues in foe 
Bahrain talks. 

The two countries are grouped 
with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar and Oman in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
alliance which coordinates policy 
on regional, Arab and interim- 


Jordan, Iraq to create joint 
airforce training squadron 

[AN CAP) — A senior formal announcement is ex- personnel from both era 
nr official said Sundry pectod soon. on new and advanced 


AMMAN (AP) — A senior 
military official said Sunday 
that Jordan and Iraq have 
agreed to create a joint air 
force* training squadron on 
advanced jet fighters to con- 
front growing Israeli threats. 

“The squadron would help 
us face the threats of Israel 
against the Arab Worid,” foe 
official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, told the Associ- 
ated Pros in a telephone inter- 
view. 

brad’s air force vastly over- 
matches Jordan's fleet of fight- 
ers, but Iraq, winch borders 
Jordan to die east, has a large 
and battle-trained air force 
built up during the 1980-88 war 
with Juan. It afro has increased 
military cooperation with 
Egypt, the most populous 
Arab country and the only one 
to have made peace with 
Israel. 

Tbe official said His Majesty 
King Hussein and President 
Saddam Hussein recently 
reached tentative agreement 
on the squadron and said a 


formal announcement is ex- 
pected soon. 

In the Arab World, air fence 
squadnms are nsuaDy made up 

of 12 to 16 planes. 

The two leaders are doe to 
attend a summit of the four- 
nation Arab Cooperation 
Council, which also mdodes 
Egypt and North Yemen, stait- 
ragm Amman Saturday. 

The summit comes amid 
efforts by King Hussein to re- 
concile Iraq* and Syria to help 
gres ett a muted stand against 

On Thursd a y, Syria's state 
news aaenev published a mes- 


news agency published a mes- 
sage from Jordanian Parlia- 
ment Speaker Suleiman Arar 
appealing for such a reconcilia- 
tion. He urged revival of the 
tang-dormant “eastern front” 
defence alliance of Iraq, Syria 
and Jordan. 

The Syrian agency rarely 
publishes messages contrary to 
government policy. 

The military official said the 
new agreement called for 
“joint training for air force 


personnel from both countries 
on new and advanced war- 
planes.” 

He said those would include 
an . undisclosed number of 
French-built Mirage 2000 jet 
fighters. Iraq is negotiating a 
possible $2-2-biHkm purchase 
of 50 such jets and a Jordanian 
deal for them is in abeyance 
because of financial difficul- 
ties. 

■ 

Both countries currently 
operate (rider Mirage F-ls, 
which military analysts say are 
outclassed by Israel’s U.S.- 
built F-16s. 

“Jordan saw it was necessary 
to reorganise Arab military 
cooperation, especially during 
this period when Israeli threats 
are growing,” the official said. 

He said those threats include 
a planned mass migration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel and 
Palestinian territories it occu- 
pies, as well as repeated claims 
by Israeli leaders that Jordan 


(Continued on page 3) 


Petra Bank employees to stage 
protest to press their demands 

By Sana Attach employe es would stage a rit-h au active member of ti 

Spcdsl to tbe Jordan Tones iwd» h tea at tte Item rare a _ Mwahttra rf t 


employee s would stage a tit-in au active member of the 
Itaeadqj h bout of foe Pet ra JUEA, rfprewnt stives of the 

Bank’s mate offices hi Wadi baak’s muisgfmrnt did not 
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Rain yesterday heaviest per hour so far 


Sp**i*i to tbe Jordan Tinea 

AMMAN — The rain st orm that hit Jordan 
Sunday was expected to last through Sunday 
night, accompanied by thunderstorms, and snow- 
ful over UQr areas, officials of the Jordan 
Meteorology Department said Stmday. Tbe aver- 
age speed oi tbe winds was recorded Sunday at 
gusting from 65 to 100 kriometres-per-hour. 

to 

Heavy rain was reported before 2 pjn. Sunday 
in tbe northerr and central regions, and was 
estimated at 20 ntiBinietres. “Today's and last 
Thnrsday's rainfall was rated heaviest per hour,” 
Meteorologist Mazen Tarawneh stria Sunday. 
Amman streets were flooded with rainwater, 
winch caused heavy traffic congestions in some 
areas, and left pedestrians stranded for quite a 


According to Colonel Hfrham Ensour, director 
of public relations at the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment, “sandstorms accompanied by strong winds 
were reported Sunday oo the desert highway 
between Qatraneh and Hussenrieh leading to 
poor visibility and causing minor accidents. ” Two 
traflora we r e i nvolved in an accident on flic desert 
highway and one of the drivers was taken to 
Kink hospital after suffering mino r injuries. 
Ensour warned driven to slow down during bad 
weather, in order to decrease foe number of 


“On Monday, it will be cold with partly 
clouded skies, and there will be scattered show- 
ers,” Meteorologist NabQ Kafaw in said. Another 
storm is expected to form over Cyprus and will 
affect tbe King dom next Thursday, he said. 


Asked about tbe impact of Sunday's heavy rain 
on Jordan's water reserves, gover nm ent officials 
said it was too early to comment, but Jordan 
Valley Director General Mohammad Bam Ham 
said: “The ram is hardly enough to meet public 
demand (fining s umm er tim e.” 

Earlier, officials of the Xfixristzy of Water and 
Irrigation told tbe Jordan Times that so far this 
season die water reservoirs behind the King- 


dom’s dans had collected only 46 per cent of then- 
total capacity of the dams, with 34 million cubic 
metres in me King Talal Dam which has a 
c ap a ci ty to hold 82 million cnl 


has a 


Israelis 
shoot dead 

Palestinian 
schoolgirl 
in Nablus 

NABLUS, West Bank (R) — 
Israelis shot dead a 17-year-old 
Palestinian schoolgirl Sunday af- 
ter their cars were stoned in the 
occupied West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, resklents said. 

They identified the dead girl as 
Sawsan Shakhshir and said foe 
vehicles involved belonged to 
Israeli settlers and tbe army. The 
army said it was checking the 
report. 

The killing raised the toll in the 
26-inonth-old Palestinian uprising 
to 624 Arabs killed by Israelis. 

Tbe army earlier reported two 
unidentified bodies were found in 
Nablus. One apparently died of 
natural causes but the other has 
been shot several times. 

Da the occupied Gaza Strip, 
two Palestinians were wounded 
by army gunfire during dashes, 
Arab sources said. A 2>year-old 
man suffered a wound in the face 
and a 13-year-old boy was hit in 
the head and tbe arm. 

Sharon quits cabinet post 

In a separate development, 
hardline cabinet minister Ariel 
Sharon formally quit the govern- 
ment Sunday and launched a 
'campaign against proposed 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks 
that he said ‘'threatened the Jew- 
ish state.” 

“I don't remember as danger- 
ous a situation as we are facing 
now,” Sharon, an outspoken 
advocate of force, told a news 
co nf er en ce a few hours after en- 
ding a 13-year ministerial career. 

Although he said his priority 
was to halt Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir's cautions steps to- 
ward peace talks, be also made 
dear his intention was to seek the 
leadership of the country. 

“I decided to leave my office as 
a result of the fact I felt I could 
not struggle anyone about several 
major issues that I feel are at 
stake,” Sharon said. 

The 61 -year-old trade and in- 
dustry minister said S hamir ’s 
moves towards negotiations 
threatened Israel’s existence by 
questioning its hold over occu- 
pied Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, occupied during 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Instead, Sharon gave has own 
proposals, which included West- 
ern pr essure on Arab states to 
suppress the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and a cut in 
arms supplies to Israel’s adver- 


He called for opening the bor- 
der with Jordan, but conceded 
Jordan’s views were unknown. 
Sharon, who ruthlessly pacified 
the Gaza Strip in foe 19708, repe- 
ated his view that Gaza refugee 
camps should be razed and the 
occupants resettled. 

But Sharon, who had promised 
to crash the 26-inonth-old Palesti- 
nian uprising if made defence 
minister, said the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip must remain under 
Israeli control. 

Sharon first announced he 
would step down six days ago. 
Miming a meeting of the TjVimI 
Party into chaos and provi ding a 

(Continued on page 3) 


Bonn ministers at odds over NATO role 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — A dis- 
pute over reunification surfaced 
Sunday in the West German gov- 



ign Ministry officials at odds over 
the role NATO should play in a 
Germany. 

The Soviet Union has said it 
opposes NATO membership for 
a united Germany and wants a 
reduction in the reunited Ger- 
many's armed force s. 

Defence Ministry officials, 
speaking Sunday on foe condition 
of anonymity, stressed that 
NATO's security umbrella should 
extend over what is now East 
German territory once tbe two 
countries an mated. 

Such a proposal was made Fri- 
day by Defence Minister Gerhard 
jiOitcnocrg. . . 

But Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Gen sc b er was “deeply 
disappointed” by Stohcnberg’s 
remarks, said Foreign Ministry 
officials on condition of anony- 
mity. 


In a radio interview Saturday, 
Genscber ruled out extending 
NATO's te rri tory into what is 
now East Gennany. 

East Germany is a key part of 
foe Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 


foe Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 
■IKmm* and West Germany is 
part of foe North Atlantic Treaty 
O rgan i sati on (NATO). A com- 
promise on the future strategic 
ali gnmen t of a single Germany is 
considered ne c ess a ry for tbe su- 
perpowers to accept a final reuni- 
fication formula. 

East Germans, who ousted 
their hard-fine Co mmunis t reg- 
ime last year, are to hold thexr 
first free elections in tbe country's 
41-year history on March 1& 
West Gentian officials say reuni- 
fication negotiations likely will 
begin in earnest after the bal- 
loting. 

Genscber believes Stolten- 
beig’s suggestions could Under 
upco ming talks on German uni- 
fication with the Soviet Union, 
United States, Britain and 


y, France, Foreign Ministry officials 
ig said. Genscber intends to bring 
is up the matter at a cabinet meet- 
ing next week, they said, 
of News reports Saturday said 
ct Chancellor Helmut Kohl already 
is had made two important eoneeSr- 
ty sions to the Kremlin on reumfica- 
n- tion. The Bonn government de- 
ic med tbe rep or ts, 
is Valentin Falin, a top adviser to 


Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, was quoted as raying in 
Der Spiegel wiagaym* that a un- 
ited Germany must retain East 
Germany’s trade commitments to 
the Soviet Union. 

“The German Democratic Re- 
public must carry out its ijwf jffi 
and obligations to the Warsaw 

Pact even after the pariiantentaiy 

elections on March 18.” 
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TO ALL SCANCLUB MEMBERS 


You are cordially invited to the Annual Assembly 
Meeting and Reception. Fee j d 5.00 at the 
Marriott Hotel on Feb 20th (T uesdsy) at 7.00pm. 
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Qadhafi arrives for talks with Mubarak 


ASWAN, Egypt (R) — Egypt 
gave Libyan leader Muammar 
Oadfiafi~a ronang welcome Sun- 
day, slmigging off the caution 
that previously marked a rap- 
prochement between the long- 
time foes. 

Nubian dancers and children in 
Pharaonic headress greeted 
Qadhafi on his arrival in Aswan, 
bis second visit to Egypt since a 


dent Hosni Mubarak in Morocco 
in May. 

The leaders, patching up a 
quanet earned partly by Egypt's 
1979 peace treaty with Israel, 
were due to drive 25 kilometres in 
an open motorcade to the Catar- 
act Hotel by the Nile. 

Sniffer dogs and security men 
were leaving nothing to chance, 


and* the tone of the preparations 
contrasted sharply with a low-key 
reception for Qadhafi at the 
Mediterranean town of Mersa 
Metruh in October. 

Officials said only that the sum- 
mit would follow others in seek- 
ing to improve relations. Mubar- 
ak has visited Libya twice ance 
October. 

Ministers of both countries are 
expected to meet separately to 
discuss cooperation m industry 
and agriculture, a senior Egyp- 
tian official told Renders. 

Egyptian Minister of State for 
Military Prodntion Gamal Ibra- 
him will be among them, but 
there was no indication whether 
military cooperation was 
planned. 

Asked why Libya remained the 


only Arab country winch had not 
resumed diplomatic ties with 
Egypt, the official said: “As you 
know they have no embassies and 
do not believe in diplomatic ties.” 

Relations between Cairo and 
Tripoli have been erratic since 
the early 19705. The two fought a 
brief border war in 1977. 

The United States, Egypt's 
main financial donor, has private- 
ly -expressed concern at Cairo’s 
speedy normalisation of ties with 
Libya. 

Qadhafi was due to be received 
m a specialty-built tent at the 
airport in deference to his taste 
for desert life. 

Aswan is a stronghold of fol- 
lowers of the late Socialist Presi- 
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser, much 
admired by Qadhafi. 


Arafat promises to help free 
all 1 8 hostages in Lebanon 


TUNIS; (AP)— FLO Chairman 


of the longest-held Western hos- 
tage in Lebanon to do his “very 
best” to help free all 18 captives 
held there. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation leader met for an hour 
with Peggy Say, sister of Terry 
Anderson, chief Middle East cor- 
respondent for the Associated 


Arafat welcomed Mrs. Say in 
the dining room of his residence 
in the Tunisian capital, where foe 
FLO has its headquarters. 

They ate lunch and later discus- 
sed what Arafat called the 
“tragedy of the hostages held in 
Lebanon.” 

“I am doing my very best to get 
the hostages released,” he told 
Mrs. Say. “I shall continue to do 
this because I consider it ray duty. 
With the fanatical groups holding 
them, it is not an easy task. But I 
promise you that I will do my 
utmost.” 

Mrs. Say arrived in Turds Fri- 
day to appeal to Arafat to use his 


influence to obtain freedom for 
Anderson, who was kidnapped 
an March 16, 1985 in Beirut and 
is believe !hdd by Shiite Muslim 
extremists with dose ties to Iran. 

Mrs. Say also pleaded the 
cause for the other 17 Western 
hostages, 

Arafat told Mrs. Say that he 
had no contact with those holding 
the hostages and that the only 
person who could be expected to 
help was Preadent Hasbemi Raf- 
sanjani of Iran. 

“Even he is blocked for the 
present because of the power 
struggle inside the Iranian lead- 
ership,” Arafat said. “If Rafsan- 
jam alone were in power, it 
would be vary easy.” 

Other Iranian leaders, ind tid- 
ing Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Mobtashemi, are relatively ex- 
treme and Rafsanjani encounters 
their o pp osition in most dealings 
with the West, Arafat said. 

But Arafat insisted -that the 
solution to the ongoing captivity 
lay in Iran, saying “no person in 
Lebanon is able to solve this 


problem.” 

He agreed “with pleasure” to 
accept letters to the hostages car- 
ried by Mis. Say and assured her 
be would try to relay them to the 


“You have my sincere grati- 
tude for your efforts,” Mrs. Say 
told the Palestinian leader. 

Mrs. Say is undertaking a 
“humanitarian pilgrimage” that 
has already taken her to meet 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar in New 
York, Pope John Paul n in 
Rome, leaders of the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, France, 
and top officials of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross in Geneva. 

She is scheduled to coutienue 
her trip Monday to Paris to meet 
with UNESCO Director General 
Federico Mayor, then to Damas- 
cus to confer with Syrian Foriegn 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa and 
later Canterbury, England to 
meet with Anglican Archbishop 
Robert Rnnde. 
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Saudi papers attack Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabian newspapers Sunday fiercely 
attacked the Iranian leadership, calling it inteQectnaHy retarded 
and a symbol of terrorism. “Seven years have passed since the 
Ir anian re gime came to power led by (Ayatollah RnhoHah) 
Khomeini and the regime is still as bloody as when it first 
started... this regime has become a symbol of intellectual retarda- 
tion and temmsm.” A1 Jazira sakt 

o 

ICO asks U.K. to help stop Jewish Influx 

NICOSIA (R) — The Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
has gsked Britain to do. what it can to halt Soviet Jewish 
emigration to Israel, the Saudi Press Agency said. Hamid AJ 
Ghabed, general secretary of the 46-member body, made the 
request at a meeting Saturday with Alan Monro, Britain’s 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia. “The OIC is concerned over the 
in flu x of Soviet Jews to occupied Palestine and the Israeli 
government’s intention to settle them in occupied Palestinian 
territories,” the agency, monitored in Cyprus, quoted Ghabed as 
saying. He asked Britain, as a permanent member of the UJ4. 
Security Conned, to intervene to try to halt the exodus. About 
5,000 Soviet Jews a month ate arriving in Israel and hundreds of 
thousands are expected in the next few years. Independent 
reports. say several hundred have settled in the Israeli-occupied, 
areas, scene of a 26-month Palestinian up ri sin g. 

S. Yemen? U.S. stop talks over ties 

ABU DHABI (R) — Kuwaiti-mediated talks between the United 
States and South Yemen about a res ump t i on of diplomatic ties 
have stopped. South Yemen’s foreign minister was quoted 
Sunday as sayiqg. Abdul Aziz A1 Dali fold the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper A1 Ittihad his c ou n tr y was sot against 
normalised relations but would not accept any imposed condi- 
tions. He did not say what conditions he meant but added: “We 
reject talk that South Yemen s uppo rts t er ro ri s m .” South Yemen 
last November signed a pact to merge with North Yemen and has 
announced sweeping reforms to its Maoist political sys tem . It 
broke ties with Washington one year after gaming independence 
from Britain in 1968. 

Iraq sets trial date for 2 foreigners 

BAGHDAD (AP) — A London-based journalist for the weekly 
the Observer and a British muse will go on trial Feb. 26 on spying 
charges, a British embassy official has said. The official, who 
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Parish, wul be tned by the Revolutionary Court. The ccmrt 
specialises in cates of “anti-state activities.” The two are charged 
under article 158 of the Iraqi penal code with “hostile acts against 
Iraq,” with death, or life imprisonment as the ms mmnm penalty. 
Bazoft, 31, who carries an I ranian passport and has the right of 
residence in Britain, was travelin g on Bntish documents when he 
disappeared in September. It was later established that he was 
detained while inv estigating reports that an explosion at a military 
plant south of B aghdad may have killed as many as 700 people. 
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obstacle to a solution of A^gjha- 
nistan’s problems,” he said at a 


NajflmHah the former head of 
the drearted Khad secret police, 
said his peace plans have been 
repeatedly rejected by the U.S.- 
backed rebels, known as the Mu- 
jahideen, or Islamic holy war- 
riors. 

On Thursday, daring an 
address to the nation on the eve 
of the first a nn iversary of the 
Soviet withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan, Napbullah offered the Mu- 
jahideen a ax-mouth ceasefire. 
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from fimeign reporters for more 
t ha n an hour at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

He r e i ter ate d his Feb. 15 call 
for new parli am e n tary elections 
and said he would accept the 
results, even if they went against 

him. 

The Mujahideen “consistently 
ri«m they control the majority of 
land in Afghanistan and the 
majority of the people are with 
than. If that is so, let’s allow free 
elections and see,” he said. 

He said one year of independ- 
ence from SOvirt aimed support 
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evacuated from the repubfic of 


Meanwhile a rebel alliance 
spokesman said Saturday the 
Iran-based Afghan rebel alfianoe 
would take a separate course if a 
rebel gov ern ment based in Pakis- 
tan went ahead with its election 
plan. 

- Karim KhahH told a news con- 
ference the rebel- “Afchan m- 
terim government” (AIG) should 
dissolve itself and its seven com- 
ponent parties of majority SennL- 
Muslims should talk with the 
Iran-based group too reach - -an 
agreed Section fonmda. 


PFLP urges escalation of intifada 


NICOSIA (R) — The Popular 
Fron t for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) has called on Palesti- 
nians to take up arms against 
Israel w i t hin the occupied terri- 
tories and across the bonders of 
the Jewish state. 

The Damascus-based PFLP 
also critirised the policies of the 
PLO-backed leadership of the 
uprising in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
said the front would hot attend 
proposed Palestinian -Israeli 
peace talks. 

“We in the PFLP oppose 
Israeli-Palestinian talks sche- 
duled to take place in Cairo and 
will not attend them,” it said in a 
statement received by Reuters in 
Cyprus Sunday. 

“What is needed is more strug- 
rie through escalating die intifada 
(uprising), backing it with fire 
power... providing it with money 
and supporting it with gnenilla 
operations across Arab borders,’* 
the statement said. 
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captured the Red Sea port of 
Massawa^ but says fierce fighting 




m a avu war that has 
been raging in the region since 
1962 — was aimed at placing 
Massawa under the control of the 
rebels, “foreign masters.” He did 


The statement, dated Feb. 15, 
(criticised the Unifie d Leadership 
of the uprising wimh groups ma- 
jor Palestinian factions. 

The leadership has backed the 
proposed Xsrae&Falestmian talks 
m Cairo ahfir m gli timi was a 
matter which should be left to the 
FLO, the statement, said. 

Egypt and the United States 
say they are trying to arrange ihe 
first-ever Israeli-Palestinian 
pence faOcsm Cairo oh the fritnre ' 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But the efforts have been bog- 
ged down over the ag enda of the 
talks and who should re p rese n t 

the Pales tinians , 

Israel rejected any PLO role in 
the talks, white the org ani sation 
insists that it should name the 
Palestinians re pr e se nt a tives. 

Diplomats say the PLO is 
growing increasingly divided on 
bow to bring about Middle East 


t said the 
had “spe- 


cially put the condition flat the 
FLO should form theFrimtimm 
delegation and that the Cairo 


The PFLP 
PLO’s Central 


to an international conference. 

“Washington, Cairo and Tel 
Aviv want the Cairo meeting to 
lead to elections,” a reference to 
Israeli proposals for efectios in 
the - occupied territories..’ 

“We leave this matter to the 
Executive ConmritteejoCtiK PLO 
tq rive its stand on it -said. 

-The PFLP, a PLO member, 
has always opposed what it see 
as . conciliatory pofides of PLU 
Chairman Yasser Arafat but says 
it mnaiiis a loyal opposition with- 
in the ranks of the PLO. 

The statement also criticised 
what it called ‘those who consid- 
er public relations and signing 
fonts with " Israelis the central 
point of the issue rather than 
e scalati ng resistance to Israeli 
occupation through the intifada 
(uprising).” 


f^iT^B -h V: \ > a ^YTY i i T \ 

B ' ' Uii ip - 

P Y <- ’ u \ 

fT; a. ' .] . i r g I 

rn - 8 P Y : ■;•• :.•• •? / & . » i Pa i a g frri 

^~B i T.» j 

* l»i 7 1 r \ '-9 tjOI>Bfr*^B 

1 1 : 1 : 1 ! v4’.. ; ■ r I* * ¥ i » lYr 1 r 1 1 m T YT^i jiB 

>mm 1 •; I 


famine victims in northern 
Ethiopia. 

“In an unparalleled demonstra- 
tion Of its inhuman acts, the 
enemy is destroying food and 
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guessed concern over the lab 
fiffmg > and had called on t 
“forwdional community to st 
up efforts to urge both rides 
negotiate for peace. 
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Wo!**** <* 


dan and Turkey. 


dtapiaoenrec and 


wfl! 


□ei * ^Psra^scuictaem” will be held at the 
n ®“y er J^lfcoatitote of Archaeology and 
ent ahead ^Anthropology of YannoSk Um- 

v ' „ ersity under (he patronage of 
KfntnKbaHitfl >r. Ah' Muhafia. prcodSt of 
rence the refad V'annouk Umvenity. The study 
fa govematta" ii;Kwp cornea as the result of a 
ssotoe itsdi and ^car-long joint collaboration be- 
? n ^? t Patties d uiween Dr. Sctea» Shami of the 
toslims should 3nthropotoCT*ectioaof thciwti- 
-based men k 4te and Dr. Huda Zurayfc, 


The working papers 

i or particular ex- 
amples of ritopto oc ia c a t in the 
Middle East mdudmg 
suiting from natural 

conflict and develop- 

on 


?eed elcctioB w~nior representative of (he 
Population Council Regional 
„i »p 1 Office for the Middle East and 
ISUlaOl lorth Africa which is based in 

Participants in the study group 
P® ® cmfere social scientists of different 
should fbmtoecialisatioos from Egypt, 
ielega&on and ftmdan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, 
alks would onlybcipahrain, Oman, Palestine, Jor- 

iO an internal^ 

“WashnigtM, Cr 

Aviv warn the Cm 



Soch rfjaphnB ^ftnrf on the local 
and national lewd. The (focus* 
■ions will also deal with the role 
of various go ver n m ental and in- 
ternational agencies in d etcraiin * 
ing the features of such displace- 
ment as well as the processes of 
resettlement that accompany 

ibCflla 

The participants in the study 
group will visit a number of de- 
velopment . projects in Jordan 
(fairing their stay as well as some 
touristic and archaeological shes. 


lead to elections,' i; 
Israeli proposals fa 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


of Awoaf and Islamic Affairs 
celebration which would be 


the occupied tenk 

■ we lew tb summit preparations reviewed 

Executive Comsiste^MMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Mndar. Bsdran Sunday 
tp give its stand mfraired a me eti ng of a special committee. charged with preparing 
The PFLP, a Pfor Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) which wifi start in 

has always opposed \nnnan Saturday, Feb. 24. The meeting reviewed final aspects of 
as coocdiatray pdfaese prmaratkjos and arrangements^ A committee s tatem ent said 
Chairman Y asset tohe meeting would be an “expression of deep faith in and an 
jt re mains a Inyiliyanixxfiment of the principles and objectives of the AC C in t he 
in the ranks of bnrrent critical stage through which the Arab states are pmamg,” 
The st a sa nat iThe summit will pave the way for further closer coopera tion to 
what it called “teafeguaid national Arab interests and serve the Arab Nation’s 
rpiS«*iS it aid. 

^ ofte^Sellgloua celebration planned 

esc2latia£ wss 

oaapatiS, itari*MMAN (J.T.) The 
l up panp ).- xmounced Sunday a major religious 

" v ield in Amman Thursday in observance of A! Israa Wal Nfiraj. A 

oimstry statement said the celebration would be held at the King 

llltfpr fl^hdnDah Martyr's Mosque at Abdali where several prominent 
Dill*' 1 *efigi0U5 leaders, including Minister of Awqaf and frianac Affairs 
kl Faqir, would address the worshippers. Thursday has been 
other suppfe declared a public hofiday. 

an m 

ween^JJarqa Basin project progress reviewed 

to help co^ffkMMAN (Petra) — The mimsters of agrkukure ^planning and 
^ith tfar^^irectnis of the fiiads and banks financing the JD 32 milK op 
Aid ^rojert Sunday (focussed progress of work at the project, 

'** ‘ > area oi 83SJXO 

the land's 

I'M SjTdtf.* 3 ® reservoirs. The project is bernglnanredbylhe gmumt! 
poh wtocb »** Arab Fond for Economic and Sodal Devefomneot, the Kuwaiti 

for Ec“»ime Devdtopmett, the Saudi Fund far Develop- 
u *raas**^' ^ cnt * *he Islamic DevelopmeatBank and a West German Tedmio- 
b >^ k ^ agency, 
rebe®- . t $f 

c^-*our Ministry, bakers sign agreement 

accused jjMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry at Labour and the Baiter’s 
jjje ssodatiem Sunday sgned an agree ment under which the ministry 

famine give the association a grace period to obtain work permits for 

OfBcia^^m-Jradamans employed by its members. The nm astr y gave the 
Minister W^[6odati<»i a grace period ending on June to rectify the situation of 
jQ^essed^y^h workers in accordance with the Labour Law rood to give 
Shrine. to Jordanian workers. 

Stfgjl *' : 

op^w i* : 

oego 08 * 6 
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WHAT* S GOING ON 

be following listing s sic compiled from monthly hufletais and 
da Uy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
,- ^ne sad place with the concerned institutions. 


I s& 

I 45 ? ■■■'■■ 

S 3 -z*( 

mfc&jt' A* wMhjttei of photos af plays directed by Cheran, Met- 
ZtV** pdti, Mnonchfcfne, Ftanchan and others, at the Wench 
Cutenl Centre. 

^ ' ^ A phototrapUe eriiftiteiH entitled “ Pfan ora — 1989” at foe 



b ■ *- — - n. ^ iluLJ fT,_. ■ ■ 4 

iXIWII ADQKtflA tt JlfWffl JURURVM 
l|Bi ”* S P>JHIs)s 

A photography by Saner Al IW at foe Ys 


a« 


Cnhtxrity. 

^ An ** M * fa> " of s tam p .coiectisn rf foe Arab Cooperation 




As Iraqi book nhMitw at the Mata University. 


An exfaaWenentitied “Twenty ymefFrtnfocontofonflon to 
PT s Kodyfaig Syrfaa mchMokgy** at foe Zaefonte of Anforepology 
^00^} and Ar chnre l o gy at Yanaonfc Uidvcritty. 




streets and espond many dangerous maahoi (Photo by 


Yonetf Al ‘AHan) 


Trainee* engineers submit 
petition to King, premier 



By 

Special to the l 


AMMAN — “Trainee" en- 
gjneera from the Mimsxry of 
Edocation Sunday continned 
their protest for a second day 
and submitted their demand 
for full-time employees under 

legal contracts to His Majesty 
King Hussein and Prime Muus- 
tcrMndar Badran. 

AD 70 “trainee” engineers 
gathered in the heavy rain in 
{root of the Prime Ministry for 
two hours carrying banners to 
ensure that their demands 
reached the prime minister, 
a c co r d in g to one protester. 

In a petition they signed and 
addressed to King Hussein and 


tike prime minister, the en- 
gineer* also pleaded that they 
not be sent to work is private 


guarantees that they return to 

their posts at the ministry. 

Under a recent proposal 

made by the Educanoq Minis- 
try, tire t rainee engineers were 
to be refe rred to co nsulting 
forms during school projects 
«nH iiTiiiiif ■. (j from the mims- 
Gnns were to 
to retain the engmeers 
or to dhmws them after the 
projects were completed. Tim 


had “knocked on all doors but 
to no avafl. This is why we are 
asking for your kind interfer- 
ence m our case." 

The engmeers staged their 
first sit-in Saturday in front of 
the Parliament budding and 
distributed their demands to 

Cabinet and Farfiament mem- 



proposaL 
In their petition 
King and the 
the engineers 


sent to the 
minisier, 
that they 


told the 
Jordan Times that they had 
planned to bring up the subject 
during Saturday’s session of 
the Lower House, but due to 
lack of time, they were unable 
to do so during the last half 
hour of each session which is 
devoted to such issues. 

The engineers complained 


that their monthly salary of JD 
120 (fid not indudi- . .:y be- 
nefits such as raises, edical 
insurance and sodal security. 

The Jordan Engine Asso- 
ciation ! JEA) has ; ip the 
case an.' is currer. nlding 
talks w. .a the ry of 

E du c ation to find ;i so ■ .don to 
the problem. 

The protesters said they 
would not accept anything less 
than what they ask. "We just 
want to feel secure in our jobs. 
With legal cot tracts, we would 
be sure that we would not lose 
our positions in the ministry if 
we work on projects with the 
private sector," said one of 
them. 


Jordan moves to keep 
toxic ship from docking 


Facsimile delivery 
service introduced 
to ACC countries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Businessmen 
and companies as well as indi- 
viduals can now have facsimile 
communications with the four 

c oun tries of the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) which groups 
Egypt, Iraq, North Yemen 
besides Jordan, according to a 
by Dr. Abdullah Al 


Jazi, director-general of the Pori 
Office and Postal Savings Cor- 
poration. 


i’s facsimile 
services can be conducted as from 
Sunday with other members of 
the ACC as well as the other 
Arab and foreign countries 
through 17 post offices around 
the country. Facsimile services 
started initiaUy in Amman, which 
now has seven post offices to 
offer this service, and gradually 
spread to other parts of the coun- 
try, Jazi said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 


According to Jazi, the facsimile 
service which has been in exist- 
ence in Jordan for two years, 
requires that both sender and the 
receiver to own a facsimile 
machine but with the ACC coun- 
tries a message of this nature can 
be sent througb a post office to be 
received by the post offices of the 
ACC countries which in turn send 
the message to the addressed 
person, in a relatively short time. 

According to the corporation, 
the following post offices in Jor- 
dan can offer tins service: T be 
Central Amman Post Office, the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 
Office, and post offices in Jabal 
Hussein, the Housing Bank, Al 
Mahatta, Al Wehdat, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the Sahab In- 
dustrial City, Irbid, Jerash, Maf- 
raq. Zaiqa, Salt, Karak, Tafileh, 
Maan ana Aqaba. 


AMMAN — Jordan has con- 
tacted governments in East Afri- 
ca to ensure that a ship carrying 
dangerous waste estimated at 
20,000 tonnes does not dock 
along the Aqaba shores, accord- 
ing to Minisier of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Karim Al Dughmi. 

He said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
upon h»»""g the news about the 
snip. Pro- Americana, the en- 
vironment deparaneni at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs initiated contacts with 
concerned go ve rn ments in East 
Africa to take precautionary me- 
asures to prevent the ship dock- 
ing at any point along the Aqaba 
shores. Tne ship is reported to be 
s^arriiing for a port to dump its 


Jordan, Dughmi said, has ban- 
ned the dumping of all types of 
dangerous waste on its territray. 
Jordan was one of 110 oouzd 



that signed an international 
agreement on controlling the pro- 



at a meeting hek 
of Basel March 

The agreement h intended to 
help protect the environment and 
provide for cooperation among 
Third World countries to combat 
pollution and protect the environ- 
ment from toxic waste and other 
harmful chemicals. 

The said that Jordan 

would never allow any toxic 
material to be dumped in the 
country at any oosL lbe ministry 
has already submitted to the 
Councfi of Musters a proposal to 
declare Jordan a toxic-free zone. 




AhAil Karim Al nn ^rnii 

Earlier this mouth, Dughmi 
announced that arrangements 
were being made for dumping 
poisonous and dangerous waste 
from Jordanian factories at re- 
mote areas. These areas were 
.selected by specialised teams and 
cordoned off to prevent any hu- 
man, agricultural or animal con- 
tact with them, according to the 
minister. 


Meeting opens on use of solar 
energy in fighting soil problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first in- 
ternational conference on the use 
of solar energy to tackle .soft-related 
problems wiQ begin in Jordan 
today with the participation of 
nearly 80 scientists and specialists ■ 
in tne protection of "soil and 
plants from Arab ami foreign 
countries. 

The conference, organised by 
the Umversity of Jordan and the 
United Nations Flood and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) will 
discuss 60 working papers dealing 
with modern technology for ex- 
ploiting the Sun's energy to steril- 
ise the soil and to eHnrinatc harm- 
ful peris. The conference is de- 
signed to belp countries increase 
food production t hr o u gh cheap 


ex 

peered 

'al 

ley to 


The participants are 


««mine agricultural experiments 
on soil sterilisation being* con- 
ducted by the University of Jor- 
dan’s Faculty of Agriculture. 

According to Dr. Walid Abu 
Gfaaibieh, chairman of a commit- 
tee pr epar i n g for the con fer ence, 
his department at the faculty of 
agriculture has conducted several 
ex per im ents on the use of solar 
power to fight pests at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan’s farm in the 
Jordan Valley. He described 


mical pesticides. This led to an 
increase in production,” Ghar- 
bieh said. “Each dunum of land 
now produces seven tonnes of 
agriculture crops instead of three- 
and-a-half tonnes,” accor d ing to 
Gbarbieh. 

The Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) has been spearheading 
efforts in Jordan for solar energy 


RSS plans to convene an Arab 


and said that results have 


al materials. 


the valley. 

’These experiment resulted in 
rwHnring the cost of farming, 
especially the purchase of cbe- 


cncc in November of this year 
The November conference is 
expect ed to review working pap- 
ers dealing with solar radiation, 
wind energy, thermal applica- 
tions, biocon version, passive so- 
lar architecture, heating and cool- 
ing and hydrogen production 
among other topics. 


Transport 
association 
urged to hold 

elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mm; 
Labour Qaseem Obekit: - 
met with the ch^innai: 
General Association ll.iu 
T ransport Workers tor- !- the 
general assembly of the associa- 
tion for a regular meeting to elect 
a new administrative committee 
at the earliest possible date. 

Obeidat said that the general 
assembly should meet to elect a 
new administrative committee to 
replace the present one - hc r e 
term has expired. 

The minister said that the 
ministry wifi resort to legal action 
if tire association fails to convene 
its general assembly in a regular 
session. He pointed out that the 
ministry had no conditions on 
election process as long as they 
are held in accordance with the 
association's regulations unde' 
the supervision of a neutral com- 
mittee. 

Amendments made by the 
as s oc i a t ion to its internal regula- 
tions, Obeidat said, are illegal, 
because they are not in line with 
foe provisions of the association’s 
regulations, which require notify- 
ing tire Ministry of Labour within 
a period of no more than two 
weeks from the date of amend- 
ments for the ministry’s approval. 

“The amendments already 
made by the association have 
neither been approved by, or 
registered with the ministry. So 
whatever cons^q- - - ■« or im- 
plications that mighi arise as a 
result would be considered null 
and void," Obeidat said. He 
added that such a situation calls 
for a "remedial" action on the 
part of the association to ensure 
adherence to its regulations. 


Soweto rally cancelled 


(Coo tina cd from page l) 

down with tire government to 
discuss a new constitution. 

Mandela’s trip next* week to 
Durban, Natal province’s biggest 
city, is seen as a vital step by the 
ANC to solve the state of 
emergency. 

Meanwhile, South Africa's 
anti-apartheid groups are finding 
it difficult to unite as Pretoria’s 
charm offensive against the black 
majority gathers pace. 

Rival black groups already 
show signs of squabbling just a 


The three main on 


•s; m i k* 


ations 


fighting white minority rule are 
the ANC, 


camst 


the breakway Pan Afri- 
Copgress (PACT) which 
black reliance in the fight 
against apartheid, and the con- 
servative Zulu-based Inkatha 
Movement. 

All three, plus many smaller 
anti-apartheid groupings, are 
hastily reassessing their positions 
in the wake of De Klerk’s sweep-, 
ing plans to bring recognised 
Made leaders to the constitutional 
negotiating table. 





mo i 

helicopter 

Military 


(Continued from page 1) 

Red and white sentry boxes 
were shredded by shell and 
machinegtm fire. Huge shell cra- 
ters pitted tire base main road and. 
er pad. 

sources said 12 army 
were taken from tire 
base. The LJF-nm Voice of Leba- 
non radio said the army lost 30 
killed and 50 wounded, some 
seriously. 

Security sources said ax least 17 
1JF mflitiainen were killed and 25 
wounded during the hand-to- 
hand battles. 

Witnesses said army troops had 
to pull out after losing control of 
ax villas on a hill overlooking the 
base. 

Political sources said Aoun’s 
conciliatory tone, which saved 
the commamdos, came after Syria 
offered to intervene to end the 
war and oust Aoun who refused 
to recognise the intenationglly- 
backed Lebanese President Rlia* 
Hfawi, supported by Damascus. 

Syria’s 40,000 troops in Leba- 
non ring the Christian enclave. 

Witnesses and security sources 
said there Aram’s men were on 
top alert around the general’s 
headquarters, the presidential 
in the suburb of Baabda, 
_ an attack. k 

Meanwhile a Lebanese leader 


Sunday inter-Christian fight- 
ing was destroying Lebanon but 
would not change the political 
map. 

"In the absurd war that has 
swept Lebanon all parties know 
that none can finally defeat the 
others, but can only devastate 
Lebanon as is happening now,” 
Lebanese Front leader Georges 
Saadeb told Jordan Radio by 
telephone from Paris. 

"The political map wiQ not 
change, but the will of the 
Lebanese is the strongest and wiD 
eventually prevail, he said. 
“The will of tire Lebanese is 
against tire partition and disin- 
tegration of tire country.” 

Saadeb, head of the Falangist 
Party which belongs to the 
Lebanese Front, was among 
Christian members of parliament 
who approved the Taif agreement 
in October. The aooQid led to the 
mtcntationalto-recpgniied elec- 
tion of Elias Hrawi as pre&dent. 

Asked if he would i 




military intervention by Hrawi to 
stop the fighting in the Christian 
enclave around east Beirut, 
Saadeh said: “The Taif agree- 
ment is dear. The legitimate au- 
thority (Hrawi) and his govern- 
ment must extend their authority 
on all Lebanese territory.” He 
(fid not elaborate. 


Jordan, Iraq to establish air squadron 


(Continued from page 1) 

should be turned into a substi- 
tute homeland for Palestinians. 

Jordan and Iraq have long- 
standing mutual defence qud 
military cooperation agree- 
ments. In August 1988, Iraq 
gave Jordan 150 captured Ira- 
nian tanks, as well asreaxmai- 
sance vehicles and motorised 
troop camera. 

Last year, Israel complained 
that Iraqi jets were flying near 
Jordan’s western border with 


Israel. Jordanian officials did 
not deny the allegation, but 
said Israel has no right to com- 
plain about flights over Jorda- 
nian territory. 

In Israel, Army Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Dan Shomron was 
quoted as saying Israel was not 
concerned about the reports of 
a joint training squadron 
formed by the Iraqi and Jorda- 


The chief of staff and several 
political leaders noted. 


however, that they saw no 
reason for Jordan to feel 
threatened. * 

“I don’t see who’s threaten- 
ing them. Who is threatening 
them?” Vice Premier Shimon 
Peres, leader of tire Labour 
Party, asked in a conversation 
with reporters. 

Mosne Shahal, the Iraqi- 
born enejgy minis ter and also a 
member of Labour, said he 
believed the air agreement 
would lead to Iraqi pilots flying 
over Jordan. 


Petra Bank staff to stage protest 


(< 


i) 


w 


fa the JBIEA 


fug aay profit. We watt what b 
fa the beat Inter es t of Petra.” 
Kaerrmg w me KBcmea 


day’s actions would be a pro- tfad the employees de c ide d to 

protest it tUs ttae, and qN9- 
ABsnf sold the anodtUon flood why they did sot do so 
“observe the law and five years ago when their de- 
work within the law. The 


has a p p a re n t ly 
a g re e d fa principle to some of 
the de ma nds of the employees, 
accordfat to farad. He said 

sod agreed to 
the s tr nd m e 

to 


r aises , medical c ov er age and 


went would allow the 
JBQA to “twist oar arms and 

arbitration councfi, and we reffase to be preansred fay 
■ken to an fadns t r ia l po Btid e e d considerations. We 
to tea a final agree- me not pofitidans.” The 


between the parties in 

w 


“The management also 
agreed- to r eas s es s the em- 
ployees* savings f u nds and to 
re ta r a the money that the bank 
hmstul in areas not fa the 
In terest of the employees,” he 


how best to solve the 
p r oble m with the g ov ernmen t. 


In tire I n glu eing 


concerned p n rti es —d fastitn- 
tfans support and protect Petra 
bate and to emp l o ye es .” 


said. “We naked the faboor 
minister to postpone today’s pressed worry over the way the 
(Sanday) 


we have already participated fa One branch manager who 


fa the past 
two weeks," he cxpbfa^L 
He added tfad the 

notbe 


ky told foe Jordan Times fast 
the management committee 
“has fafled to pnt the bate on 
its feet.” 

to problems fadtt up over the “Because they fafled, we arc 
yean. He said, h ow e v er, that afraid that they (management) 
the naagmnt was comdder- will use us employees as 
fag “wfch favor rrasonaMr scapeg oa ts and use us as an 
demands of the staff to improve excuse to dose down the 

the benefi t s of ^pbyees to a bate,” he said. 

During the two previous 
rounds of negotiations, fee 


bad agreed to put an end to fee 
< * pu h Hc dM A* - i fee 

bate which results fa a nega- 
tive effect on tire monk of fee 

employees. They bad also 
agreed fa p rin ciple to pubBdy 
brin g to s econd afl those in- 
volved to financial c o rrup tion 
and cmbcmfcmeat fa the past 


*» 


sbo called on the management 
to pot an end fa dfavtJimd of 


imuu possible level, 
although fee 


who 

was proven feat they had 
actuary committed an faegal 


Israelis kill 
schoolgirl 

(Continued from page I) 

rallying point for opposition to 
current peace moves. 

In the cabinet, Sharon had 
campaigned to limit Shamir's 
zoom for negotiations with 
Palestinians. After formally sub- 
mitting his resignation Sunday 
morning, he made clear he 
opposed tire entire process. 

“I win continue my struggle 
from the outside," the former 
tank commander and architect of 
IsraeTs 1982 invasion of Lebrnon 
said on leaving the cabinet 


Sharon remains Central Com- 
mittee chairman in Likud where 
an outspoken minority appears to 
support his goal of ousting Sha- 
mir as leader. IBs resignation as 
trade minister takes effect 
Tuesday. 

He is determined to derail Sha- 
mir's proposal for Palestinian 
elections in the occupied territor- 
ies to choose representatives who 
would negotiate with IsraeL 

Washington is trying to arrange 
an Israeli-Pakstmian meeting in 
Cairo to prep ar e for such elec- 
tions but Sharon said Israel 
should tell the Americans bluntly 
it is not interested. 

An Opportunity to ehalfenge 
Shamir for the leadership would 
come rally wife the break-up of 
tire current broad coalition gov- 
ernment, which appears stable 
after 14 months of periodic inter- 
nal squabbling and threats from 
Labour Party members to pull 
out 

■ “I am going to start a long 
mar ch from town to town, from 
place to place, both in Israel and 
abroad,” Sharon said of bis plans 
to campaign against Israeli- 
Palestinian talks. 

Sharon's resignation was tire 
latest in a long career of atten- 
tion-grabbing manoeuvres in 
both tire army and politics that 
have deeply divided pnblic 
opinion. 
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Lopsided stance 


IT IS most rmfortmiate and disturbing that several members 
of Parliament argued- daring Saturday’s session against the 
repeal of the 1953 aatj -e pomHiMkin law on grounds that 





A1 Ra*t Arabic daily on Sunday lug 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran in 


I statements made by 
her referred to His 


Majesty King Hussein's talks with the Sandi . monarch that 
reflected joint stands. The inner sad Uhnirfh maK*** the 


reflected joint stands. The paper sad Riyadh realises the 
importance of safeguarding Jordan as a fortress, defeating die 
whole Arab nation and protecting die Artfb order. The 
referred to the economic crisis in Jordan and said that Sa udi 
Arabia’s foil understanding of the situation in Kingdom is a very 
important element; and Arab conn tries supp o rt for this co unt r y is 
essential so that Jordan can pursue its national role in fan Kino 


Fabd have both 
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The paper said that the Tarf agreement wtach bna gfct about die 
election of a new president in Lebanon, and the legit ima te 
government of Elias Hrawi can and shook! help to pot an end to 
She long ordeaL 




Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sam 


Who would dominate in next 


THERE are growing speculation! that once the projected 
National Charter is adopted and political parties created a new 
political environment would have been created necessitating 
rif yt if m r in die country. The fact that the existing election law 
o ffer* from many shortc oming s and loopholes would in due 
comae call for their rectification in wbkh case yet another set of 
would have* to prevail before fresh elections are 

conducted on sounder bases. Perhaps it is pure conjuncture at this 

«hm oun new national elections wnU 


Of course that is not how tilings should be. Religion is suppled 
■to be remembered and practised at all times, especially yhen 
things are good in order first to be thankful and then wishful that 
they may continue. Still human nature is such that people tnm to 
reli gio n mostly when they discover that mundane ways are not 
ci i fTi cient to r p d ffffi tbdr tire situations and difficulties. 

Second, die political situation in the Nfiddfe East is also 
tn worsen esneciaHv with the Palestinian c onfli c t 


rwlon^ be expected to offer 

marie by the Maassssts forces. The heyctey t* 1 ® 
appeaL&ory and charm have obviously faded if not «»*<**“ 
longas OTKcan sec. Again here the Islamists are weD P®®**®*^ 

torapitaBse on the demise of the «trra^ 

malm adtitio"i >i gains when it is time for Jordanians to cast mor 

votes once again. iM . a . 

Fourth, the moderate poWkal SaSS 

tnSrftteir prraeetateo^.m 






Albania looks immune to change 


By Peter 


TIRANA — Isolated Albania is 
clearly no East European 
domino. 

Okhtyle Communist govern- 
ments have fallen, rocked by the 
winds of Soviet reform, but not a 
ringte tremor is detectable in this 
Balkan Communist state of three 
miTKo n people. 

During a week in Albania, 
which included a stay in the 
sleepy capital Tirana and other 
major towns such as Skodra and 
Elhaam, free contacts with stu- 
dents and journalists, and formal 
int e rv iews with officials. I have 
found no evidence of uure st. 


r ~ 

Tirana angrily denounced the 
reports as malicious slander by 
neighbouring stales in which it 
said cons e rvative forces were 
trying to deshdiiliy Albania. 

’But even Albanian Communist 
party leader Ramiz Alia saw the 
funny side of the stories. 

Hie visited a tractor factory 
near Tirana recently and the 
workers erupted in UngHfer wh^w 

he told them with a smile what 
the Yugoslav media had reported 
about Albania, accord in g to one 
source who he he ar d the 
encounter on the radio. 


from l«mp posts to deter people 


tiie i 
tarn. 


* only uproar I have witnes- 
was an enraged old 
ng Ms n e i g hb our loudly on 
street for raffing to buy for 
as promised, a new foam 
ress on sale in Tirana simps 


Unlike Romania, where 
Ceaosescu's ove rthr ow in De- 
cember was triggered by pent-up 
rage after decades of misrule and 
deprivation, Albanian shops and 
markets, although austere and 
often ddapidated, are weH-stocfc- 
ed with vegetables and basic 
necessities easily affordable on 
the basic Albanian monthly wage 
of 400 to 500 leks (about $65). 


A resident Western diplomat 
said be befieved some Albanians 
were impatient to enjoy a higher 
living standard but tint most 


Meat is the only i m p w tM«*» 
commodity in short supply, and 
the authorities are enconraeiiw 


with pre-war poverty and squalor 
rather than the lu x ury of the 


to riw* effect a month ago. - 

Statues of Stalin and Lenin 
remain unmolested on their 
pedestals in the dusty centre of 
Skodra, in north ern Albania. 

To suggest that these statues 
were toppled by an angiy mob 

last mouth, as reported by media 
in neighbouring Yugoslavia, 
d ra w s a chuckle or two. 

"If two young meQ had squab- 
bled in tiie road over a mi, the 


There is no sign that unrest has 
occurred, nor that it will occur in 


MUBiraaie private stock- 
ing to ease the situation. 


exist in Albania 

“Romania’s (Nicolae) 
Qeauscscu was a dictator. But we 

have no dictator here,” said one 
Albanian inteflectnal. “The neo- 

El* bexc . actaaD y support the 
Co mmun i s t oartv ” 


Since visiting a year ago, more 
c onsumer goods have appeared 
an the shelves, and more modem 

fathi n sK Mnenulkr 


“You win not see 
heavab like Eastern 
Albania for many y 
diplomat said. 


major up- 


ons, especially bine jeans 
trendy leather jackets, are 

JL 9 _ 


spotted by young people 


it a riot against tiie government, 
joked a young worker called 


Communist party.” 

In Eastern Europe Cbnmnm- 
ism was imposed by the Soviet 
Union upon countries which had 


The smoke-filled cafes where 
Albanians drinlr brandy and cof- 
fee and cat sweet cream 
have been smartened up. Some 
which appeared to have been 
dosed a year ago are now open 


“And there is no sijgn that the 
co un t r y will give up ds Socialist 
system in the near future even 
though they are attempting some 
limited economic refrains to 
boost productivity.” 

“The problems winch prcdpi- 
tated the speedy change m East- 
ern Europe have been resolved in 
Albania through our (Socialist 
system),” Deputy Foreign Muns- 
ter Sokrat Plain told Reuters in 
an interview on Friday. 
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The tribulations 
of a psychic healer 


MJBtr bcnxgSy bitted. Tbc aoe Sap- 

rope Court trxrtttfy rejected 
The PhUqspim Xjrtxrt own appeal ova b» da- 
ws** between * - anted cjtacttW- Tbc C oowob r 
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may need therapy 


PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
Many toddlers who are slow to 
speax fail to outgrow the problem 
by d» time mey reach age 3, 
suggesting treatment should be 
considered to expand their voca- 
bulary, a scientist says. 

‘Traditional wisdom h as coun- 
seled a wait-and-see attitude for 
2-year-olds with delayed lan- 
guage development,” said Rhea 
Paul, an associate professor of 
speech and hearing sciences at 
Portland State University. 

But while some such toddlers 
improve spontaneously, many 
who show early signs of trouble 
exp re ssing themselves may ex- 

laKeuaite sud^, schoof^adbieve- 


dBers with language considered 
normal, and 36 considered “lan- 
guage delayed,” producing fewer 
man 10 mtefligibie words at 18 to 
23 months, or fewer than 50 
words or no two-word combina- 
tions by 24 to 34 months. Of the 
2-year-okb who wen “language 
delayed,” 41 percent couldn't ex- 
press themselves as well as they 
should have by age 3, Paul found. 
And more than half of the 3-ycar- 
olds showed delays in their ability 
to understand. 

Paul said slow development of 
iMwgpuigft ability may be linked to 
immature or underdeveloped abi- 
lities to socialise with other chil- 
dren. If so, treatment by a spe- 
cialist should enmhasise the use 


’s study involved 42 tod- and social situations. 
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Bahrain digging for clues to ancient Dilmun 


By Mariam lit 

Renter 

BAHRAIN — Archaeologists in 
Bahrain are digging through 
4,000 yean of history to *-»»™ 
more about the people who 
dominated the ancient trade 
routes of the Middle East. 

Ones unearthed so far show 

this paim-covered Gulf m— * d — 

the rite of the woritTs hugest 

prehistoric graveyard — was once 

the centre of the bonhng Dfimnn 
-■ — ** 
aDUIC. 

Ancient DSmun's trade net- 
work stretched from the Indus 
valley in Pakistan to Mesopota- 
mia at the head of the Gulf and 
Anatolia in what is now Turkey. 

Archaeologists say it is becom- 
ing clear that 100,000 grave 


mounds built in Bahrain between 
27200 and 1,700 B.C. were not 
used for burials fay dm Mesopota- 


a holy land. 

More than a third of the graves 
have been destroyed by develop- 
ment, but not before many were 
A-rMwwiri fay archaeologists from 
Jordan, Denmark, France and 


Now a British team is excavat- 
ing a 4,000-ycar-oM town near an 
oasis in die northern part of the 

island to try to discover how the 
ancient Piftnun people lived. 

“Thanks to aQ the excavations 
which have been (kmc so far we 
know a great deal about how the 
oeople mod but we know remark- 


ably tittle about bow they lived,” 
said Harriet Crawford, one of the 


expedition’s directors. 

“What we do know is that they 
were very skillful merchants and 
the island was an extremely im- 
portant international market 
place at around 2,000 B.C.” 

Crawford, who has done exten- 
sive research in Iraq, said the 
Mesopotamians once were de- 
pendent on ^oods shipped from 
DOmun. 

Clay tablets found in Iraq 
showed Dilmun supplied them 
with wood, ivory and precious 
stones from the Indus valley, 
copper from Oman and steatite 
stone from Iran and the Arabian 
peninsula. 

Mesopotamian merchants pro- 
vided wool and grain — a valu- 
able commodity for Dilmun, 
which imported much of its food. 


In turn Dflsnrn, with numerous 
freshwater springs, was famous 
for its dates and “fish-eyes" — as 
old tens for pearls. 

An ancient Middle Eastern 
epic says the warrior Gdgamesh 
came to Dilmun on a quest for 
immortality to find Zhxsudia, sur- 
vivor of a pre-Biblical flood. 

Zmsadra told Gilgaxncsh to 
find the flower of immortality by 
tying a stone to his feet and 
jumping into the sea — a techni- 
que Gulf pearl (fivers used until 
recently. 

Crawford said Dilmnn — 
which boomed between 27200 
B.C. and 1,800 B.C. — had links 
with Megan, an earlier culture in 
what is now Oman in the south- 
ern Arabian peninsula, and 
Falaika in modem Kuwait. 


Discover your potential 
with the power to create . 


CJ, 
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Most individuals have within 
them the source of creativity 
Centuries ago, Ai Khawarizmi's 
creativity manifested itself in his 
vomribuiiom to algebra which 
pioneered today's sophisticated 
systems. 

To tap the tremendous poten- 
tial that lies dormant within us. 
requires power. 

Today. Apple Macintosh' v pro- 
vides you with that power. Through 
modem, state-of-the-art tools that 
are heautifullv simple to 
use and indispensable 
once mastered. 

Personal computers 


that stimulate you into discovering 
your own latent creativity, develop- 
ing it into a fine art, and using it to 
increase your com piny's productivity. 

Whether desktop or portable, 
Apple's personal computer works in 
the same way with dozens of Arabic 
applications at your fingertips. To 
learn one is 10 learn them ail. 

Take the Apple step towards 
individual innovative brilliance - you'll 

B 

find your own creativity starling a 
dynamic chain reaction that spaas 
your entire work 
environment. 


Apple. The power to be your best. 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 


Door-to-door Service, • 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

-please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharif Street 
Shraehani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



The fin! & best 
Chinese Restraint 
inJordan -. 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
ANiyyab Girts School 


Open daily 1200-3:30 
. p.m. 

6:30-Midmght 

ULtmm 



CROWN 

INTL EST. 

packing, ^hipping, 
forwarding, staraging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

■ 

■ 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese flaming pot s available 


Open dzily 12:00- 15-30 
J&0Q- 23:30 ‘ 

WadiSaqra Road * near Traffic 
Bridge. 

Arman, Jordan 

. \ Tefc 6$l*22 > 


EVERY 

DAY 





P.O.BOX 92522D AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefbr 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 819214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 • 3:30 
. 6:30 - Midnight j 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services . - * 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 



Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




BatwMfl 
lot. ft 2nd. 

ircla 
Jabal Amman 
Tel: 654205 


Open For 

* 

IT* III III! ‘ f 

LUNCH a DINNER 

minim a 





Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at . 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



r r “$v 'j • ± 1 — r ^ 7; - ! 
T'ffilli'Alu: 




I Special Executive Luncheons : 

1 lake away service ' 

available ! 

Open Daily 12.30-3^10 pm 1 
7. 30 -TI. 30 pm i 

After the Philadelphia Hotel) 
Ibwaids 3rd circle i 


Tel: 659519 659520 



RENTAL 687821 



SALES 687822 
CALL SOHA 




Amman's No. 1 Fish Restaurant 
Family Atmosphere 4+4 
Open dady lor hxnch and dhtmr 
Reasonable Prices 
For Reservation and Take away 
Tel: 824677 




PACKING 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


| TEL : 6Z1 775 FAX : 63b 270 | 
_ TLX : 23 0 23 POB : 815 40$ 

1 AMM W-JORDAN 1 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


MMTd 


fc2*l|l 


A rrtman - Tel. 668 1 93 
^ O R o- 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Furnished Apts 




TWOBBHtOOMS 
DaBy. WMhty.UhMUDy, 


ResonaUe Rates 
-^ 828717 

Granada House 

5 th CIRCLE NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 


77v*jftrKyPjftxie H 

LOBBY LOU 

HAPPY HOU 
6:30 To 8:0 
50% OFF 
ON ALL DRlh 

* 
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Share trading surges in Bahrain 


BAHRAIN (R) — Shan; trading 
in Bahrain has more than dou- 
bled since the island's first stock 
exchange officially opened in 
Jane hst year but farther steps 
are needed to bring invetors to 
the fledgling market, officials and 
brokers say. 

Exchange head Fawri Behzad 
said turnover in Che second half of 
1989 leapt to 44.3 million shares 
from 17 h milli on in the first six 
months of the year, when shares 
were traded on an unofficial tele- 
phone and telex market. 

During die same period the 
total value of shares traded in 29 
list' - Bahraini companies surged 
to 11.4 million dinars ($30 mil- 
lion) from 3 J2 million dinars ($8 .5 
million). 

m 

Bat there are only about 10 
deals a day in the hoar and half 
the floor is open for business 
from Thursday to Saturday and 
few prospective investors have 
visited the spadous sea-front ex- 
change since it opened June 17. 

Behzad said the main problem 
was most shareholders were un- 
wflli n^gto sell ! be qu MC^ri oes were 

"It’s still a demand market — 
people buy and hold shares in- 
stead of trading them,” he told 


Reuters. 

"Prices should fluctuate more 
— we are encouraging companeis 
to provide more information on 
their performance and plans to 
make this happen,” he said. 

Share prices in Bahrain and 
other Gulf Arab states are start- 
ing to recover as the region’s 
economies emerge from a mid- 
1980s recession brCj^ht on by 
lower oil prices. 

But bankers say they are still 
only a fraction of what they were 
worth during the ofl boom years 
and investors are reluctant to sell 
at a huge loss. 

Company reluctance to dis- 
close in form ation which could be 
seen as negative is another obsta- 
cle. so is widespread lack of 
investor confidence in the wake 
of the 1982 crash of Kuwait’s 
Souq A1 MLanakh exchange, 
winch was the biggest in the Gulf. 

Exchange figures show the 
average daily value of trade on 
Bahrain's exchange rose to about 
124,000 dinars ($331,000) in De- 
cember from 49,000 dinars 
($131,000) in Jane — partly re- 
flecting a normal lull duri ng tty? 
summer months. 

It fell to 82,000 dinars 
($218,000) a day in January. 


Offshore banks took two thirds 
of total business, followed by 
local banks with 19 per cent, 
service companies with 11 per 
cent and insurance with two per 
cent. Industry and hotel sectors 
shared the remaining one per 


Behzad said several steps were 
being considered to increase both 
the supply and demand for shares 
in the market in 1990. 

Citizens of other Gulf Coop- 
eration Council states — Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates — wfll 
soon be allowed to own and trade 
uj4 to. 49 per cent of stock in 
Bahraini companies compared 
with 25 per cent now, be said. 

Penaon funds like the General 
Organisation of Social Insurance 
are being encouraged to begin 
buying and selling shares on the 
official bourse and there are plans 
for gove rnm ent treasury tails to 
be traded on a secondary market 
Behzad said several govern- 
ment-owned firms were expected 
to sdl off some of their stake to 
the public this year while some 
priva te companies were likely to 
begin issuing new shares to raise 
money for expansion. 

Plans by Arab Banking Cor- 
poration — Bahrain’s biggest 


offshore bank — to Hst its shares 
on the island’s exchange follow- 
ing a $250 million share flotation 
would also bring investors to the 
market, he said. 

“I am optimistic that the 
volume and value of trade will be 
higher in 1990,” Behzad said. 

But brokers on the exchange 
said they believed more should be 
done to bring small investors to 
the market. 

“There are shares available but 
there are not enough buyers 
around... priority should be given 
to tiie small inv e s to r to widen 
ownership of major firms,” said 


“This would give confidence to 
the market because people trust 
the banks,” one broker said. 


Romania to keep petrochemicals 
main foreign currency earner 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
petrochemical ministry expects 
the industry to remain a major 
foreign currency earner despite 
increased domestic consumption. 

Romania’s new government is 
redirecting exports to the domes- 
tic market, starved for years of 
beating fuel under dictator Nico- 
lae Ceausescu who was over- 
thrown and executed last De- 


Chemical and Petrochemical 
Industry Minister Gherghe 
Caranfil said in an interview that 
chemical and petrochemical ex- 
ports were w o rth over $2.5 billion 
last .year, or 20 per cent of tire 
country's total exports. 

“We hope to maintain this 
level provided we have adequate 
energy resources,” he said. 

"Considering the present mar- 
ket conditions, we intend to re- 
duce our crude refining and to 
import gasoil to cover our 
needs,” he noted. 

He said refining capacity was 
about 32 million tonnes a year, 

which was used according to its 



prontaointy. 

<r We are using this capacity 


according to our domestic re- 
quirements and economic effi- 
ciency. If it is profitable, we 
process more. When the market 
price falls, we process less,” be 
added. 

He said two thirds of the crude 
processed in the country was im- 
ported. 

Caranfil said fnnds were 
needed to modernise refineries 
and the ministry was eager to 
increase its already extensive con- 
tacts with Western Europe and 
the United States. 

The industry was aware of 
posable pollution problems, he 


“Oar refineries are based on 
1960s technology. Our equipment 
is up to the standards laid down 
by international law. We have 
plans for the recovery of gas 
emissions. desulDhurisation mid 


biological treatment plants for 
waste water,” he said adding: 
“Of course we have a lot to 
improve, for example in the field 
of catalysts, where Western com- 
panies have made great pr o gress 
and are well ahead of us.” 


Meanwhile, Romanian natural 
gas output feQ almost 16 per cent 
in 1989 compared to recent years 
due mainly to intensive exploita- 
tion of reserves, a government 
minister was quoted as saying. 

Economics Minister Victor 
Stancule8cu told tire daily Ade- 
varal that production was down 
to 32 billion cubic metres last year 
against an average of 38 billion 
cubic metres between 1986 to 
1988. 

He blamed excessive exploita- 
tion on the all-oat export drive 
launched by Ceausescu to wipe 
out the country’s $10 billion fore- 
ign^ debt. 

Output was also suffering this 
year. “Natural gas production in 
January was 2.78 billion «ih tr 
metres compared to 3.28 billion" 
cubic metres in January, 1989,” 
Stanculescu said. 

He said Romania’s industry 
failed to meet its targets in Janu- 
ary with production at only 98 per 
cent of the plan figure. 

Stanculescu said the co unty ’s 
pro visional government winch 
has ruled since last December’s 


revolution toppled Ceausescu, 
had already taken steps towards 
decentralising the previously 
rigidly planned economy. 

"We have lowered tire number 
of centrally set plan indicators to 
14 from tire previous 100 and are 
now keeping track of some 400 
products compared to tire 1,800 
products which had been a part of 
the previous central plan,” he 
said. 

He added the framer re gime ’s 
central economic plan for 1990 
had represented a stack of files 
four metres high. 

This year Romania plans to cut 
back exports of consumer goods 
in order to increase tire standard 
of living. 

“But at the same time we shall 
have to boost productivity and 
efficiency In order to avoid infla- 
tion,” he said. ... 

Adevarul, in another article, 
said Romania’s tourist industry 
lost an estimated $3-5 billion in 
the past decride due to cutbacks 
in services and qualify and the 
subsequent fall in Western visi- 
tors to tire country. 


G.M. posts lower 1989 profits 


DETROIT (R) — General 
Motors (G.M.) recaptured its ti- 
tle of most profitable American 
automaker by posting 1989 pro- 
fits that beat those of archrival 
Ford. 

But G.M. won on a technicality 
— Ford took a big one-time 
charge against earnings in the 
fourth qSrte- 

G.M., the world's biggest car- 
maker, reported that earnings for 
the year dropped 14 per cent to 
$4.22 billion from $4.86 billion in 
1988, as it continued to grapple 
with a weakening domestic auto 
industry and heated competition. 

G.M.’s victory was tire first 
in three years. But if it were not 
for a one-time write-off of $424 
million by Ford, which sold its 
ailing Ronge steel unit at a loss, 
Ford’s net profits would have 
squeaked by G.M.’s. 

G.M. said the earnings made it 
the most profitable manufactur- 
ing company in the world. 

Ford said Thursday its profits 
for 1989 fell 28 per cent to $3.84 
bOhon from $5.3 billion. 




In 1986 Ford outeamed G.M. 
for the first time since 1924 when 
founder Henry Ford was selling 
his famous model T. 

The three biggest American car 
companies — G.M., Ford and 
Chrysler — are all- straggling 
amid an auto downturn that has 
battered earnings. 

Despite tire lower 1989 earn- 
ings, Ford cited gams as its U.S. 
car market share climbed to 22.3 
per cent from 21.7 per cent. 

“Overall, the company per- 
formed well during a period of 
dedining business conditions in 
North America and increasing 
competition.” Chairman Donald 
Petersen and Vice Chairman 
Harold Poling said in a state- 
ment. 

Although G.M. still sold more 
cars last year than Ford and 
Chrysler combined, it has bad to 
contend with its market share 
being eaten away over the past 
decade by its Detroit and Aaan 
rivals. 

G.M. reported its 1989 p rofi t s 
were significantly boosted by good 
showings at its electronic data 


systems, GAL Hughes Electro- 
nics and GMAC n n ifs as well as 
overseas auto op era tions. 

G.M. said 1989 sales rose two 
oct cent to $11233 billion from 
$110.23 bOhon the previous year. 

Overall, G.M.’s worldwide 
of cars and trucks in 1989 
totalled 7.9 mflH on units, two per 
cent less than tire prim: year. 


reflecting a decline in U.S. sales. 
The company said G.M. overseas 
yilw set a record at 23 million 
vehicles. 

Chrysler Tuesday reported a 
big fourth-quarter loss of $644 
million, its first in seven years, as 
it was hit by $577 million in 
restructuring costs to reflect re- 
duced auto demand. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



Aden raises wages 


‘Thirty years ago I had him wrapped 
around my little finger. Of course, 
he was much smaller then." 


ADEN, South Yemen (AP) — 
The government has ordered tug 
wage increases after more than a 
month of strikes that would have 
been banned before Sooth Ye- 
men brought in its own "peres- 


A late-night radio announce- 
ment said the increases would 
range from 18 dinars ($52) a 
month for the lowest wages to 6 
dinars ($18) a month for the 


The announcement came after 
a meeting erf tire central commit- 
tee of the rating Yemeni Socialist 
Party led by Secretary-Genera] 
Ati Salem A1 Bcidh. 


The miniinnm way, fef manual 
and white-collar w o r kers in the 
country, mainly concentrated in 
Aden, the capital and Red Sea 
port, is 60 dinars ($176) a month. 

For the lowest category, the 
increase is 30 per cent. Higher 
wages are around 150 dinars 
($440) a month. 

The strikes began in early 
January at a research centre of 
the ministry of wfapatiffl i and 
spread to several government 
offices as well as the Aden refin- 
ery, the major printin g house »wH 
the country’s mam textile mill 
The vita] port facility continued 
to operate normally, howeve r . 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
„ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these tow Jumbles, 
one letter to each square^ to foim 
four ordinary words. 


SUPIO 



TRONS 



GANTOU 




Sunday, February 18, 1990 


671.0 875.0 
1140.7 1147.5 
400.7 403.1 
45DJ3 453.5 


Reach banc 117.9 118.6 

Japanese yen (for 100) 4663 469.1 
Dob* guilder 3553 357.6 

Sweduh crown 108-7 109.4 

&alia& lira (for 100) 54.0 543 

Belgi an franc (for 10) 1893 190.9 


FEINED 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprlM answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cart oon- 


Answer hern: 



Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STAID POKER FENNEL TEAPOT 

Answer Peoptek.who travel in cider to become 

broadened sometimes return home this 
way — “FLATTENED'’ 


the giant project 
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The broker said rather than 
opting for private placement s 
with a few wealthy in ve s tors, 
gove rnm ent shares should be sold 
m small lots and at a disco un t so 
more could enter the market. 

The new investors would try to 
seQ at a profit and then start 
baying other stock, be said. 

Brokers and econo mist s say 
another p o sitiv e step would be 
for the island’s major banks to set 
np unit trusts to invert money 
from small investors in local 


European Community (EC), its 
mam export market. 

Tunisian President Zinc Ab»* 
dine Ibn Ati, marking the first 
anniversary of the Arab Maghreb 
Union with Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania and Morocco, prop- 
osed "tire creation of a Maghreb 
mission accredited by ati of ns 
with the European Community.” 

Ibn Ali, current chairman of 
tire North African group, said the 
mission would “watch over the 
Maghreb Union’s economic in- 
terests in the EC.. .without dupli- 
cating the action of onr respective 
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The onion was set up at a 
summi t in the Moroccan dty of 
Marrakesh to promote a common 
market between the five member 
states to counter tire impact tire 
smgje E uro pe an market is likely 
to nave. 

Speaking to a meeting of the 
muon’s Consultative Council, an 
embryonic Maghreb parliament, 
Ibn Ali also announced that a 
plan to institute a common identi- 
ty card would be presented to 
heads of state in July. 

Meanwhile Tunisia has signed 
contracts to buy 300,000 tonnes 
of Libyan gasoil and kerosene 
and ICO, 000 tonnes of Algerian 
bonified gas tins year. Economy 
Minister Moncef Belaid has said. 

T unisia has also renewed for 
three years a contract for 400 
minion cubic metres of Algerian 
natural gas a year, be told tire 
dosing session of a meeting of 
North African energy ministers. 

Belaid gave no prices bat Tuni- 
sian officials said they would be in 
line with those on tire internation- 
al market. 

The two-day meeting approved 
in principle proposals to lmk the 
electricity grids of tire five coun- 
tries in the Arab Maghreb Uihon, 
extend a network of natural gas 
pipelines and encourage regional 
trade in petroleum products. 

A statement said the ministers 




free market in energy products 
with a timetable to be agreed at 
their next meeting in September. 


Paris cancels 
Kenya loans 

NAIROBI (R) — France has 
written off 133 billion francs 
($231 million) of Kenyan debt, 
representing the bulk of its gov- 
ernmental loans to the East Afri- 
can country. French Finance 
Minister Pierre Bereg o v oy made 
tire announcement in Nairobi be- 
fore signing an agreement for a 
new soft loan to Kenya of 136 
mflti rm francs ($24 milli on) to 
help finance a hydro-electric dam 
project. The forgiven debt 
accounts for about 90 per emit of 
loans from the Paris government 
to Kenya over the past decade, a 
French diplomat in Nairobi sakL 
It does not include commerdal 
credits or loans, he added. In 
1987 , the most recent year for 
which the figure is available, 
Kenya’s total external debt was 
$ 5.9 billion. 
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Argentina to open oil 
fields to foreigners 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Fore- 
ign companies wifi be able to 
produce and export oil from 
state-owned fields for the first 
time in decades under guidelines 
tire government is set to unveil 
later this month. 

Recent interview with oil au- 
thorities reveal that under the 
proposed new roles, Yadmien 
tos Petroliferos Fiscales (YPF) 
will allow foreign companies to 
recover ofi from 40 fields that are 
low producing because tire state 
ofi company lacks capital and 
secondary-recovery technology. 

YPF estimates tire fields con- 
tain about 145 milium barrels of 
ofl, but now produce only 21,230 
barrels a day. YPF has 250 such 
marginal fields. 

Christopher Avenins, chief 
geologist for Texaco's Argentine 
subsidiary, said in an interview 
with the Associated Press that the 
possibility to boost production 
and make money is considerable. 

. “In Argentina, 84 per cent of 
production is primary recove r y 
and only 16 per cent is secon- 
dary,” Aveztins said “By com- 
parison, in the United States, 60 
per cent of production comes 
from secondary areas.” 

The tentative date for Presi- 
dent Carlos Merifem to sign the 
new decree is Feb. 19. 

Argentina potentially is a 
bonaza for oil companies. YPF, 
set up in 1922, has dominated 
drilling and exploration ance 
Juan Domingo Peron was elected 
president in 1946. In 1963, Presi- 
dent Arturo Alia cancelled fore- 
ign contracts to give YPF a 
monopoly. 

In recent years, however, the 
fbnrtb-largest public company in 
Latin America has lost money, 
including an estimated $1 bflfion 
in 1989 on total sales of $6.3 
billion. 

“Productivity at YPF is one- 
quarter that of a private com- 
pany,” Octavio Frigerio, YPF’s 
chief executive until he resumed 


last month, said in an interview. 
“What they, can do with one 
person, YPF has four.” 

“In all tire areas where there 
may be oil, we have explored 
maybe three per cent,” said 
Frigerio. “The other 97 per cent 
no one know what is oat there.” 

The new guidelines aim to 
promote foreign investment and 
increase production, which last 
amounted to about 163 million 
bands, ftmrth-highest in Latin 
America behind Mexico, Vene- 
zuela and Brazfi. 

They would follow other 
changes decreed last year by 
Menem that are desigired to ojp«i 
np tire sector. 

Companies bkkhng on new de- 
velopment contracts as of last 
November may refine and.mazkef 
tiie petroleum they . recover. 
Under previous contracts, foreign 
companies — . which produce rfv- 
oot 30 per cent of Argentina’s pH, 
— must sdl to YPF, which refines 
and markets it. • 

Shortly after he took office last 
July, Menem removed some 
obstacles to foreign investment, 
such as re st ricti ons on profit re- 
patriation, by giving overseas in- 
vestors the same treatment under 
Argentine law as domestic com- 
panies. 

- In the face of a major recession 
and one of tire highest rates of 
inflation in the world, Menem has 
sought to stimulate the economy 
by ending decades of state in- 
tervention, and move Argentina 
to a market-oriented econo m y. 

The oQ sector is an area he 
targeted where new capital and 
technology might improve output 
and efficiency, and spar employ- 
ment and economic growth . The 
other key area was agriculture. 

Under the proposed guide- 
lines, foreign operators would 
have tire option to export or 
refine ‘80 per cent of cal recovered 
from the 40 marginal fields, with 
20 per cent to be sold to YPF at 
market prices. 
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Afghanistan 
seeks loans 


KABUL (RX — Afghanistan, de- 
vastated by a decade of war, is 
considering asking world lending 
institutions to resdrednle its debt 
repayments and to consider fresh 
loans tins year, Finance Minister 
BTamktiillah Taro has said, 

Afghanistan is hoping for fresh 
development money from the 
Worid Bank and the Asian De- 
velopment Bank, and for ba- 
lance -of-payments assistance 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Taxzi said, adding 
Kabul, was still finafiamg prop- 
osals. 

• • ■ ■ 

He told Renters he has sound- 
ed out Worid Bank officials and 
“whflethey are not. very enthu- 
siastic about giving ns loans, they 
have nm closed the door on tire 


Tara gaid Afghanistan's fore- 
ign debt Stood just below $10 
button, : L with service on tire debt 
devou^g ax to 10 per cent of 
export ea r ni ng s which last year 
totalled $675 nrilfSrm . ' 

Afghanis tan owes tire balk of 
its debt to the Soviet Union with 
the remainder owed mainly, to 
multilateral in s t i t utio ns in the 
Don-Communist world, Tarzi 
said. 

Kabul recently asked Moscow 
to reschedule its foreign debt, he 
added, but declined to rive 
deads. 

He said Afghanistan had suffi- 
cient foreign reserves in dollars, 
gold and special drawing rights to 
finan ce a year of imports which 
totalled $500 million in 2989. 

Prime Minister Sultan Ali 
Kishtmand said last week tire 
country’s gross national product 
in 1989 was about 510 bOtton 
afghanis ($919 mfitton), 15 per 
cent of which was allocated to 


Afghanistan used to get aid of 
about $60 miDion a year from 
m ultilateral sources before the 
1978 revolution in which com- 
mmrists C3mc to pow e r in a 
Woody com). 
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Rival fans riot in N. Ireland 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland 
(AP) — Rival Protestant and 
Roman Catholic soccer fans 
rioted in ? heavily policed sta- 
dium Saturday, and police said 
they fired plastic bullets into the 
stands to subdue the rioters. 

The violence spilled into sur- 
rounding streets, and fans hijack- 
ed four buses arid set them afire, 
a statement from the Royal Uls- 
ter Constanbnlary said. 

Forty-eight police and 15 civi- 
lians were injured and one officer 
and one civilian hospitalised, 
police said. 

in years in Northern Ireland. 

Sports events are usually free of 
the fighting between Protestant 
and the Roman Catholic minority 
that has afflicted other areas of 
life in die British province. 

Security forces had feared trou- 
ble at the game, a first-round 
match in the bass Irish Cup com- 
petition, so the game was delayed 


25 minutes on _ 

ground 

and settled. 

The police, who said many fans 
“were under the influence of 
drink,” had formed a barrier be- 
tween supporters of the Linfield 
team, which has a tradition of 
having only Protestant playeis, 
and Donegal Celtic, a team based 
in a Catholic neighbourhood of 
west Belfast. 

One Tin fi eld srfpportcr got 
onto the field and attacked .a 
Celtic player, said police, and 
“serious public disorder” con- 
tinued in Donegal Celtic's area, 
where police were pelted with a 
heavy barrage of bottles and 


The police said officers got riot 
shields and charged fans in the 
Donegal Celtic area, to keep 
from being overrun by the crowd, 
and had to fire plastic bullets “to 
repel the sustained attack.” 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Corker 
S Casals 
10 Uraeus 

13 AJg. city 

14 and 
hungry look" 

15 Swell small 

16 Unite 

17 Measure in 
Maidstone 

18 Refusal 

19 Sommer of 
the screen 

20 Lustful 

21 Poison 

22 Fr. river 

24 Golf score 

25 ME eHy 
28 NT book 

33 Turk. Mgwlgs 

34 Easy fade 

35 Injured 

36 Marshal Broz 

37 Midler 

36 Commune In 
Sicily 

39 Hosiery shade 

40 Cheering 
words 

41 Child or trust 

42 Operatic Price 

44 Glided high 

45 Clamor 

46 Hilo terrace 
48 Inhibit 

51 Oriental prefix 

52 N.B. word 

56 Operatic 
heroine 

57 Dialect 

58 Crow 

59 About nine 
inches 

60 "To wit" kin 

61 Story starter 

62 Enclose 

63 Piquant 

64 Lumber 

DOWN 

1 Spot for an 
earring 

2 USSR range 

3 Thin 

4 Klugman film 
(with "The'T 


1 

a 

3 

4 

12 




16 




19 






U 

49 

r 5 


56 




S6 



j 

62 
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1989 Trtoune Made Services, inc. 

Ail Rights Rmaned . , _ , _ , . 

Yesterday s Puzzl e Solved: 

5 Whiteness 


6 All e*g. 

7 Where to read 

8 Fat 

Count start 
Eastern gulf 
Hernando 
da — 

School dance 
15 Where 

bluebirds IKy 
Anatomical 
duct 

Bible book: 
abbr. 

— down! 

(shut upl) 

25 Palm tree 

26 Church 
vestment 

27 TNT part 

29 Tape gently 

30 Of thCmooh 

31 Kofcpcs 

32 Opinion 
34 Connery 

37 — Mawr, PA 


9 

10 
11 

12 


21 

23 


24 
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nnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
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nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
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41 Neckpiece 

43 Gratuity 

44 High-hat 

47 Feeling of 
dread 

48 Ready 
money 

49 Mature 


50 Number one 

51 Faction 

53 Yes — (choice 
words) - ■ • 

54 Max. food . 

55 Old 

57 Designer 
Claiborne 
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PLAY THE ODDS 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* K 10 4 
K S3 
Q 7 2 
Q J 10 8 
EAST 

* 7 3 

9J 10 96542 
0 

* 


6 

754 


O 

* 

WEST 
4 Q 8 6 5 2 
<7 Void 

O J 10 9 8 4 3 
4 K3 

SOUTH 
4 A J 9 
9 A Q 7 
OAKS 
4 A 96 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 
Some people dread a two-way fi- 
nesse, claiming they always go 
wrong. The expert loves it, because 
by the time be commits himself it is 
no longer a pure guess! 

South's sequence showed a bal- 
anced hand of 23-24 points — be 
added a point for all four aces. Af- 
ter an initial waiting response with a 
good hand. North bid its full value 
as soon as he learned what partner 
held. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 


dummy and, since he could count 12 
tricks if the king of clubs were on- 
side, immediately ran the queen of 
clubs. West took the king and perse- 
vered with diamonds. Now declar- 
er’s 12th trick would have to come 
from spades, and there are those 
who would peer at the heavens for 
inspiration before doting their eyes 
and talcing the finesse one. way or 
the other. 

If the odds held true, exactly half 
of them would guess right. The oth- 
er SO percent would blame their 
horoscopes for being out of taker. 

The expert sets out to learn as 
much as possible about the hand. 
Declarer cashes out all the winners 
in the three non-vital suits. In the 
process South learns that West start- 
ed with six diamonds, two dubs and 
no hearts. Therefore, West has five 
spades and East only two. The odds 
have increased dramatically from 50 
percent — West suddenly has be- 
come a 5-to-2 favorite to hold the 
queen. 

So declarer leads a spade to the 
ten and, when that holds, he cla im s 
his slam. Declarer has simply heed- 
ed two key principles: Do not com- 
mit yourself to a line earlier than 
necessary; and count the enemy dis- 
tribution to find a due about how to 
tackle the crucial suit. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


THE PICK IIP ARTIST 


Perfomiaaces: 3:30. &30, &30 


Lendl beats McEnroe, 
reaches Skydome final 


TORONTO (R) — World 
numebr one Ivan Lendl left little 
doubt about bis superiority as -he 
pounded former number one 
John McEnroe 6-3, 6-2 late Satur- 
day to reach the final of the $1.2 
millio n Skydome world tennis 
tournament. 

Lendl will meet the winner of 
the other semifinal m at ch be- 
tween second-seeded Brad Gil- 
bert and his fellcrw-American Tim 
Mayotte, the sixth seed. 

McEnroe marked his 31st 
birthday Friday but there was 
nothin g to celebrate in has effort 
against LendL 

“The bottom line is he kicked 
my butt...,” the third-seeded 
McEnroe said. “You cannot 
allow yourself to miss shots — 
that shouldn't be in your vocabul- 
ary and it is right now. It's pretty 
disgraceful, really.” 

The hard-hitting Lendl, 29, in- 
creased his career edge over 
McEnroe to 18-15 as he won for 
the seventh time in their last eight 


“What can I do about that?” 
said the top-seeded Lendl, when 


asked if he missed the r old, more 
penetrating McEnroe. “I can't 
pick up his game, he has to do it 
himself. I could lower my game, 
but I'm not going to do it” 

Lendl toyed with a fairly sub- 
dued McEnroe in the one-hour 
16-nrimite match. Both playeis 
argued about bad calls and snub- 
bed umpire Rudolf Berger after 
the match. 

“I cant say anything about the 
calls,’ you'll have to ask the ATP 
guys, because we’re not allowed 
to say what we think,” Lendl 
said. “I got out of Eastern 
Europe 10 years ago. Now Tin 
back into Communism and it's 
something called the ATP tour.” 

McEnroe’s touch game stood 
no against Lendl’s fero- 

cious power. For McEnroe to 
beat Lendl his serves have to be 
well-disguised and lethally- 
piaced, otherwise Lendl is able to 
rifle his return of serves past the 
American at w3L 

“John had lost the edge from 
the game,” Lendl said. “His 
second serve is not so penetrating 
and his volley is not so crisp.” 



McEnroe called ATP trainer 
Bill Norris onto the court after 
the fifth game of the first set due 
to a strained muscle above the 
groin. McEnroe said the injury 
maHe him a little tentative, blit 
would not use it as an excuse. 

The outcome seemed settled 
after Lendl broke to go ahead 5-3 
in the first set when McEnroe 
netted a backhand half-volley. 

Leading 4-0 in the second set, 
Lendl saved McEnroe from total 
embarrassment when he sailed a 
backhand long in the fifth game, 
allowing McEnroe to hold serve. 

McEnroe held serve at love in 
the seventh game of the final set, 
but by then it was just too late. 


Becker, Steeb move to 
final of Belgian Indoor 


RUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Top-seed Boris Becker beat 
Swede Magnus Gustafsson 6-4, 
7-6, and Carl-Uwe Steeb finished 
off Czech MHoslav Mecir 6-2, 6-3 
late Saturday to set up an all- 
West German final at the 
$600,000 Belgian Indoor cham- 
pio nship . 

Becker, ranked second in the 
world, overcame lapses of con- 
centration in the second set with 
his brand of power tennis to reach 
his first final this season. 

Steeb, who already beat Beck- 
er in Sydney earlier tins year, 
rolled over Olympic champion 
Mecir and turned what could 
have been a tough battle of base- 
line play into an exhibition of bis 
forcefnl strokemaking. The 
match took little more than an 
hour. 

Becker, improving throughout 
the week-long ATP cham- 
pionship series event, imposed 
his play throughout the first set 
and seemed on his way to an easy 
win when Gustafsson suddenly 
got a chance to crane back into 
the match. 

“With tite pressure off, my 
concentration suffers and. it 
brings out my weaknesses,” said 
Becker, the U.S. Open and 
Wimbledon champion. 

It showed early in the second 
set and Gustafsson profited, rac- 
ing to a 5-2 lead, on the merits of 
one break, getting the 3,000- 
strong crowd at the Forest 
National Hall on his side. 

“I was already looking forward 
to the third set,” said the Swede, 


ranked 36th in the world. 

Baker, however, came back, 
switching into a higher gear, and 
allowed Gustafsson only one 
point on the Swede's remaining 
service games and confidently 
won his own to take a 6-5 lead. 
“Under pressure I produce my 
best,” said Becker. 

But again Becker was fooled by 
the comfortable situation, and 
Gustafsson forced a tiebreak 
when be scored a love-game on 
Becker's serve with risky shots. 

Becker did enough to win the 
decider 7-4. 

In the second semifinal, scrap- 
py play marked die opening 
games, as Mecir and Steeb, 15th 
in the world rankings, quickly 
exchanged breaks. But only 
Steeb changed his ways. 

“When you play from die base- 
line you have to be in good 
shape,” said Steeb. 

Medr piled up two doren un- 
forced errors in the opening set, 
never stretching the mobile 
Steeb, who completed the first set 
in half an hour. - 

On Saturday, Medr’s lethargic 
style was not deceptive, he was 
slower, as Steeb’s energetic 
groundstroke winners proved. 

Steeb, 22', again broke Medr's 
first service game of the second 
set but was more secure on his 
own. He quickly gained a 5-1 lead 
before reaching his second final 
of tire season. 

He lost to France's Yannick 
Noah in the Sydney ATP event 
last month. 

Sunday's winner in the ATP 
event takes home $77,500. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 19, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is rare of those days when you can 
get out and sell yourself and your 
ideas with far gre ater ease than 
usual. The cooperation of others in 
joint ventures is easier too. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
newcomer win bring fiw rin anng 
new inspiration into your life. 
Helping your mate in a practical 
matter is the best way to Show your 

attachmen t affection. 

TAURUS: 

New ideas 
window be more helpful to you. A 
trip with a family memb er ran pin 
results that all do desire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
influential outside man has good 


(April 20 to May 20) 
at a beneficial nature 


yon. Not s tirrin g extension with 
your attachment wul save a big 
argument. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your most practical assist- 
ance now wffl crane ham an older 
man of judgement. Get your busi- 
ness affairs organised now in con- 
junction with one experienced. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Older 
friends wul now bring you con- 
adorable h ap p in ess at your dwell- 
ing. A serious talk with your 
attachment now will open the way 
for greater future accord. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yonr residence wfll be the best 
ate where you can entertain now. 


Be sure you cany through with the 
promises that you have made to 
your attachment. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Make sore everything is in its 
right {dace in your home. Take 
your loved one to any amusements 
or re crea tions you have planned 
for you both. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Much discussion with 
friends for increasing your income 
can be very helpful now. Don’t let 
your attachment be aware of any of 
the doubts that are »™Kng yon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to get all your 
projects in a beneficial condition. 
Concentrate on doing as many mcc 
things and giving gifts to your 
attachment. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A0 kinds of valuable 
informs tioais at your fin ger t ip s if 
you ask Ah’ it. Now is your time to 
investigate all phases of two pro- 
jects before accepting other. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Seeing and being with 
friends and your attachment at 
outside recreations could be 
wonderful for both of you and 

them 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the time to invite all 
persons who are important to you 
mto your home at tins tunc. OUcr and 
serious friends van aid you with 
any duties wflfingly. 



Navratilova into 
Chicago final 

CHICAGO (AP) — Martina 
Navratilova used her big serve 
and strong passing shots Saturday 
to defeat her former doubles 
partner, Pam Shriver, and reach 
the finals of the Virginia Slims of 
Chicago tennis tournament. 

The top-seeded Navratilova 
coasted to a 64, 6-3 victory at the 
niinois-Chicago pavilion. 

Navratilova has now beaten 
Shriver 25 consecutive times since 
losing to her at the 1982 U.S. 
and holds an overall 35-3 
over the eighth-seeded Balt- 
imore player. 

Navratdova, trying for her 10th 
Chicago Slims title since 1975. 
will meet tire winner of Satur- 
day night’s semifinal match be- 
tween defending champion Zina 
Garrison, the number two seed, 
and fifth-seeded Manuela 
Maleeva. 

Navratilova got in 82 per cent 
of her first serves and repeatedly 
kept her opponent off balance 
with forehand smashes deep to 
the comers, while Shriver feebly 
tried to return with fobs. . . 

At one point, Shriver com- 
plained about the officiating and 
asked whether One line judge 
could see the court. 

“Why don't you get a little 
further away, like maybe by the 
popcorn machine,” said Shriver. 

Navratilova said her right knee 
almost buckled running down a 
fob in the last set. 

“Maybe it's old age, but it 
really hurts,” Navratilova said. 

Shriver, who double faulted 
three times in the final set said 
sire was forced to overplay her 
serve. 

“I have to go for a big second 
serve too, because Martina is just 
deadly returning second serves,” 
she said. 

Shriver failed to bold service in 
tire seventh game of foe second 
set, frilling behind 4-3. She lost all 
four points, including two straight 
double faults. 

“The seventh was the key," 
said Shriver, “especially when 
you consider I could have gone 
up 30-0.” 


Kuwait pulls down sports posters 
that roused Saudi association 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait Sun- 
day took down alm ost all- tire 
posters carrying tire Golf Cup 
soccer tournament emblem that 
prompted Saudi Arabia to pull its 
soccer from the competi- 
tion. 

Sources said a high-level 
Kuwaiti delegation was planning 
to visit Riyadh to soothe ruffled 
feathers and try to convince the 
Saudis to send their team. 

Saudi Arabia's Football Asso- 
ciation Thursday announced it 
had decided not to take part in 
tire tournament played every- two 
years with six other Arab nations 

— Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Iraq. 

The Saudi announcement came 
five days before the tournament 
was due to start Feb 20. The first 
Saudi statement did not give a 
reason for the action, prompting 
speculation of security fears. 

- But Sacurdy, the Saudi associa- 
tion said it objected to the 
emblem of the tournament car- 


rying symbols of a Saudi military 

defeat by Kuwait 

The emb lem was the horses 

Enxiyan and Shouwayma — two 
horses considered vital in a battle 
in tire 19201s in which Kuwait 
repulsed an invasion from Saudi 
Arabia. 

History has rt that the two 
Arab stalhons ridden by Kuwaitis 
broke through tire siege lines and 
brought back vital armed rein- 
forcement. 

The confrontation involved 
two leading members of the royal 
houses in both states. The head of 

tire football association in Kuwait 
is Sheik Fahd A1 Ahmad AI 
Sabah, a brother of the emir, 
Sheik Jaber AI Ahmad Ai Sabah. 

The Saudi association is led by 
Prince Feisal Bin Fahd, the son oi 
tire Saudi monarch. 

The issue of the emblem is tire 
most controversial subject of the 
competition 10-year history and 
overshadowed debate over the 
skills of the teams participating. 

“Every effort is being made by 


Kuwait and the participants to 
persuade Saudi Arabia to join the 
six other Arab nations," said a 
Gulf sports official preparing for 
the tournament. He spoke on 
conditions of anonymity. 

The posters carrying the 
emblem began coming off hotel 
walls and dty streets hours before 
the Saudi Football Association 
issued its explanation, indicating 
that contacts had already beer 
made between the neighbours. 

Relations have long been 
marked by an unstated rivalry 
that is frequently visible in sports 
tournaments. 

The last Gulf Cup tournament 
in 1988 was hosted by Riyadh. A 
Kuwaiti, protesting a referee rul- 
ing, slapped the face of an ace 
Saudi player and brought the 
match to a standstill for 10 mi- 
nutes till the situation was 
brought under control. 

Last week, a Gulf volleyball, 
competition hosted by the Saudis 
saw the spectators jeering the 
Kuwaiti team throughout. The. 
Kuwaitis won the contest 


Yugoslavia wary of own potential 


By Mladen Jergovic 
Reuter 

ZAGREB, Yugoslavia, the first 
European qualifiers for the 
World Cup finals, will arrive in 
Italy detennined to shake off 
their reputation as a team who 
always foil to realise their poten- 
tial in major tournaments. 

Having romped through a 
group which also contained Scot- 
land, France, Norway and Cyp- 
rus, they should be full of confi- 
dence for their opening round 
meetings with West Germany, 
Colombia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

But, as their realistic and cau- 
tious national coach Xvica Osim 
admitted, it may- not work out 
that way. 

“We probably surprised every- 
one, including ourselves, and now 
it will be very difficult not to foil 
into our usual routine — to dis- 
appoint when it's most impor- 
tant,” he said. 

.Yugoslavia's unbeaten qual- 
ifying record secured entry to 


their eighth World Cup finals. It 
will be their first appearance 
since 1982 .when they were first 
round casualties in Spain. 

Their best performances were 
in 1930, when they, reached the 
semifinals in Montevideo, and 
1962, when they finished fourth 
in Chile. In each case, typically, 
they followed their success by 
faffing to qualify for the next two 
finals series. 

One of the chief reasons for 
Yugoslavia’s inconsistency has 
been foe constant exodus of all 
their top players. Yugoslavia has 
a reputation as the “Brazil of 
Europe” for producing naturally- 
skilled players, but most of them 
move abroad to the rich profes- 
sional leagues of Western 
Europe. 

Osim, who took over in Octo- 
ber 1986, decided that, unlike 
most of his predecessors, he 
would recall as many as possible 
of his ‘emigres’ for major interna- 
tionals. It has paid off. 

Although Yugoslavia foiled to 


qualify 

champ* 


for the 19SS European 
lampionship finals in Wes; Ger- 
many, they formed into a power- 
ful, skilful and exciting team ir 
time for the World Cup qualifiers 
with up ro nine foreign -base*: 
players in the side. 

Osim plans to continue in- 
clude such men as 34-ye^r me 
Paris SG striker Safe! Susie and at 
least seven of his colleagues 
play in France, Belgium. Switzer 
land, Italy. Spain and Ge: 
many. 

They will be joined pi domes- 
tic star midfielder Dragan S:«vk,> 
vie, 25, who is set to leave Red 
Star Belgrade after the finais and 
join Marseille for a reported 
transfer fee of S7 million 

Osim is also likely to draft tn 
several of the youngsters who 
shone during Yugoslavia's 
triumph at the 19S7 World Youth 
Championship. He selected some 
for foe team in the final matches 
of last year. 


Manchester’s most 


! 


successful club 


LONDON (R) — Fans of Old- 
ham Athletic have rarely been 
able to drag that their soccer dub 
was the most successful in the 
greater Manchester area — until 
tins season. 

As high-spending Manchester 
United and City struggle to avoid 
relegation from the first division, 
their second division neighbours 
are going through a rare golden 
period. 

They have had 96 years to 
prepare for their first cup final 
and have not been in the first 
division since 1923 but “foe Lac- 
tics” are still on course for an 
amazing cup double — a feat no 
other Manchester ream can hope 
for this season. 

Unbeaten in 33 matches on 
their controversial artificial pitch 
at Boundary Park, they effective- 
ly secured their first cup final 
appearance Wednesday when 


they trounced West Ham 6-0 in 
the first leg of their league cup 

semifinal match. 

To get that for they had already 
beaten champion Arsenal and 
first division high flyers South- 
ampton. 

And on Saturday in tire fifth 
round of foe Football Association 
(F.A.) Cup they kept alive their 
hopes of a second trip to Wemb- 
ley by holding last year’s losing 
finalists Everton to a 2-2 draw. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

. Furnished or 
Unfurnished 


.n S^f*ne:sar< 5/. : a 
Abaoun ana many 
locations. 




- o - 


For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 



JOHMH PHOSPHATE MINES CO.. LTD. 

Invitation To Tender No. 30F/89 

JPMC announces the invitation to re- 
bidding tender No. (30F/89) for 
2,000,000 metres (two million metres of 
cortex detonating fuses). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman supply depart- 
ment, application for documents should 
be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee 
of JD (35) for each set of tender docu- 
ments, free of charge documents will be 
made available to those bidders partici- 
in the previous tender. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
1 2.00 hours local time Monday March 5, 

1990. Wasef Azar 

Managing Director 
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SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a coco educat'd:: ti^ar* . . 
Education. Some people aeiieve mat because you u'c oeb-a ... 
through a Lor/espovlerse sshoJ ?*s! vtv £n n ' w ’iji* . : * 

your degree Some people contuse "phony degree mills w*tn tecJiXi:.- ' - : 
Education Schools H you are one ot these people don t read aw turthsi 
ICS is looking lor people who take their education SE^iQUS^ * r - 
attending a traditional college or studying d* nai Vfc are -ooK.rg tor 
wiB apply themselves and work hard to get the foil raae of the raining *rr -cs 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion oi a ecu's* 
accredited by the National Home Study Council your guarantee ot a qua- >y 
cation If you take your education sencusK- and -want to tram fur a new ca-*-' y 
improve your iot> ski us tor advancement on your present tot?. ICS mav i£v<? :> 
right career training lor you Choose from 45 career courses listed Wc* -v -■? 
the one career field you would hke to tor and indicate that etwee ■" n- -_m 
pon below. Cut out inis ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We wilt send you ; ■: 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Air Man There is re cfi:gs: 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION 


■ 
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Get FREE Information— 

HAIL ENTIRE AD TODAY 

Write itie number of Die Me career Mil hitereslf font 

PLEASE PRINT 
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Tr f r. 


NAME 


ACt 


ADDRESS 
CITY /COUNTRY 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


LICENCE 

TO KILL 


Performances: 330. 6:00. &30. 10^0 





Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


MY 

TUTOR 


Fcifomiaaccs: 3 JO, fcOO. 830. 10 JO 





Gnema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


STEALING HOME 


a. 


Performances. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. 



Gnema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


COCKTAIL 


FesfocmioGcs: 3 JO. &00. &3b. Hh30 
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Japan’s LDP set to win 


stable majority in polls 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic 
Tartjr (LDP) is likely to hare won a stable majority of 
at least 271 seats in the 512-member lower boose of 
Parliament in Sunday’s election, Kyodo News Ser- 
vice projected. 


Kyodo issued the projection 
minutes after it, the Public 
Broadcasting Network NHK and 
the Financial News Agency Jiji 
Press all said that their separate 
computer projectioQs showed the 
LDP achieving at least a bare 
maj ority of 257 seats. 

NHK projected an LDP total 
of about 260 seats. 

It said the LDP was projected 
to win 230 seats out of the 431 
seals to be determined by Sunday 
midnight. Of tile 81 seats to be 
counted Monday, it predicted the 
ruling party would win at least 30, 
making a grand total of about 
260. 

Ihe oppos i tion Japan Socialist 
Party was set to wm about 130 
seats, substantially up from the 85 
it had in the outgoing chamber, 
NHK said. 

But the IDF victory was mainly 
at the expense of the smaller 
opposition parties who were not 
doing as well as the JSF, the 
network said. 

Many analysts at the start of 
the campaign two weeks ago. be- 
lieved the scandal-ridden LDP 
could fail to retain power, even 
with die help of conservative in- 


Prime Minister Kaifu, fighting 
for his political fife both against 
tiie opposition and against 
power f u l barons within Jus own 
party, was one of the first pro- 
jected winners Sunday night, 
along with his main rival, Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP) ch air w oma n 
Takako DoL 

So too were former Prime 
Ministers Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
Nobora Takeshita and Sosuke 
Uno — all three tainted by the 
corruption and sex . scanda l s 
which in 1989 threatened to bring 
an ignominious end to the LDP’s 
34 years of unbroken rule. 


the governm ent brought in last 
year. Public angfcr.orcr the tax was 
semi as a key factor in the LDFs 
stunning defeat in elections last 
July for the less powerful upper 
house. 

Yet at the end of a two-week 
campaign which rarefy rose above 
the lacklustre, voters seemed 
above all to have accepted 

Kaiftfs pnarn a rgmnw i l — Hurt (he 

divided op positi on parties were 
not c omp e t en t to govern. 

Kaifu reserved his mam fire for 
the JSP, charging that they in- 
tended to carry out socialist re- 
volution and destroy Japan’s phe- 
nomenal economic success. 

It seemed that voters paid beed 
to his message. 



■ 

it 71 per cent of Japan’s 90 
eligible voters cast ballots 


The three men, together with 
other prominent LDP candidates 
im pKrateri in the Recruit “shares 
for fav o ur s’* affair and other cor- 
ruption cases, had said they 
looked to the electorate to 
cleanse them of blame and give 
them a new political virginity. 

The oppos i tion had hammered 
away at the scandals and at the 
huge sums — a reported $210 
milli on — the LDP spent on its 
campaign 

They had also tried to make 
further capital from the unpopu- 
larity of a three per cent sates tax 


About 71 
nriffion 

Sunday, slightly more titan voted 
in 1986 when the LDP woo 295 
lower house seats in a landslide 


victory. 

The fine, sunny weather over 
most of Japan was seen helping 
swell the turnout, and with it the 
party’s chances. 


Among those voting early in 
the capital was Kiko Kawatimna, 
a 23-year-old graduate student 
who in June will lose her com- 
moner status — and along with it 
her right to vote — when she 
marries Prince Aya, second son 
of Emperor Akihito and Empress 
Mkhiko. 


Opposition asks for new 


elections in Comoros 


MORONI (R) — The Comoro 
Islands’ first free elections began 
in turmoil Sunday when seven 
opposition presidential candi- 
dates called for the immediate 
resignation of the country’s in- 
terim president and the suspen- 
sion of the polls. 

The opposition candidates held 
a crisis .meeting after it was found 
the indelible ink to be used to 
mark voters’ fingers to prevent 
them from voting twice rubbed 
off easily and many polling sta- 
tions lacked ballot pa pers for all 
eight candidates. 

The eighth candidate is presi- 
dent said Mohamed Djohar, who 
became interim head of state 
after the assassination of Presi- 
dent Ahmed Abdallah last 
November and a three-week 


period when the islands were 
under the control of white merce- 


Djohar, who is backed by the 
Comoros’ ruling establishment, 
was not immediately available for 
comment 


Three hours after voting was 
due to have started many polling 
stations on the main island of 
Grande Conrorc had either faffed 
to open or had opened briefly and 
then dosed because of the irregu- 
larities exposed. 

Officials of the National Elec- 
toral Commission, an organisa- 
tion set up to supervise the poll, 
raid the situation was similar in 
the two other islands, Anjouan 
and Moheli. 

The seven opposition candi- 


dates issued a communique call- 
ing for the immediate resignation 
of Djohar, the cancellation of 
Sunday’s poQ and the organisa- 
tion of a fresh presidential elec- 
tion within eight days. 

The? called for a member of 
the supreme court to org a nise the 
new poll in agreement with the 
presidential candidates. 

The commumqne was signed 
by Mohammad laid and Abbas 


Djoussouf, both widely tipped 
tending contenders for the elec- 


tion, and five other candidates. 

Asked what the opposition 
would do if Djohar refused to 
resfan and suspend the election. 
Tala replied: “We are able to 
stop tbe electron taking place 
throughout the t erritory of the 
nation.” He (fid not elaborate. 


Czech communist 


party purges 22 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — Former 
President Gustav Hnsak and 21 
others have been ousted from the 
Communist Party and accused of 
blocking devefapment and discre- 
diting socialism during their te- 
nure over Czechoslovakia. 

The official news agency CTK, 
quoting from an announcement 
released after a c entra l commit- 
tee meeting, said those expelled 
Saturday were “responsible for 
w rong political decisions.” 

CTK, quoting the official 
announcement, said tiro 22 drop- 
ped from tbe party “contributed 
to a situation where the ideas of 
socialism are quite discredited in 
a considerable part of the popula- 
tion.” 

They “participated in pursuing 
tbe undemocratic directive sys- 
tem of management that ... para- 


But hnsak continued as Presir 
dem of Czechoslovakia, a post he 
lost during the country’s peaceful 


and its capability to tackle effec- 
tively the questions of tbe de- 
velopment of society and helped 
estra nge t he people from the par- 
ty,” CTK said, quoting the state- 
ment. 

The expulsions were proposed 
by. a commission attempting to 
establish responsibility for 
Czechoslovakia’s economic and 
political problems. 

The party said Hnsak had “un- 
deniable merits” but said be was 
bong expelled far “his compre- 
hensive responsibility for the 
political development, mainly in 
the past ten years.” 

Hnsak, installed as 'party chief 
in 1969 following the Soviet-led 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in au- 
gust 1968, was replaced as head 
of the party by MQos Jakes in 
December 1987. 


revohrtiou to die 
known Czechoslovak dissident — 
playwright Vadav Havel. 

Hayel became Czechoslovak 
president on Dec. 29, 1989. 

Also purged Saturday was 
Lubomor StrougaL, who bad res- 
igned as premier Oct 11, 1968, 
following criticism inside the 
Communist party. He was re- 
placed by Ladislav Adamec, who 
is npw leader of the dedhring 
Communist party. 

Adamec trad the Central Com- 
mittee Session earlier Saturday 
that up to 30 per cent of the 
party’s 1.7 mfifion members had 
left its ranks since Nov. 17, 1989, 
which marked the start of the 
peaceful revotation that swept 
the Communists from power. 

The Communist party, without 
a majority in the government and 
in parliament, wm face an uphill 
battle in tbe first free elections 
tentatively scheduled for June 8. 

Less than three months ago, 
the Communist party had a 
guaranteed monopoly on power 
enshrined in Ctedttslorokia^s 
constitution and Adamec was still 


The brutal s up p ressi on of a 
student demonstration in central 
pragne Nov. 17 triggered mass 
pro te sts that led to tbe commun- 
ists befog ousted from power. 

Jakes and Prague party bora 
Miroslav Stepan both denied 
ordering the poSce action Nov. 
17. But they lost their jobs and 
were quickly expelled from the 
party, as was former chief 
ideologist Vasil Bfiak. 


Former 


rebel 


wins 


Filipino 


Couple conceives baby in effort to 


save older daughter from cancer 


vote 


MANILA (R) — A former mus- 
lim rebel leader now supported 
by the g o ver n ment claimed vic- 
tory Sunday in violence-maned 
elections to choose the governor 
of an autonomous region in the 
southern Pfrifippmes. 

Zacaria Candao, who is backed 
by Resident Gorazon Aquino’s 
ruling coalition, led by a three-to- 
one margin over local muslim 
strongman Afi Dimaporo, a for- 
mer congre ss man and loyal fol- 
lower of die late president Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. 

An unofficial count gave Ban- 
dao 102,320 votes to Dimaporo ’s 
34,559 in -the four provinces 
which voted last November to 
join ; 


predominantly muslim 
tous region on Mindanao 


aut o nomous region 
Island. Nine other provinces in 


tiie area rejected tiro plan. 
Colonel Wflfoedo Villanueva, 


the police commander for central 
Mindanao, said three suspected 
rnmim rebels were killed Satur- 
day when they snatched ballot 
boxes in bnldon town. 

Police in Masiu town, in nearby 
Lanao Dei Sur province, said one 
man was killed when unidentified 
men opened fire during voting in 
the area. 

Candao, a lawyer, joined the 
’Moro National Liberation Front 

insurgent group 
ig for muslim self-rue in 
. in 1977 but returned 
to the government fold m 1985. 
He was later elected governor of 
Magnmdanao province. 

Also at stake in the polls were 
the post of vice-governor and 21 



seats in a regional assembly. 


rhe a ut ono mo us region, com- 
prising the pro v i nce s of Sain, 
Tawi-Tawi, Maguudanao and 
Lanao Del Sur, vafi retain 40 per 
cent of taxes collected in the area 

and draw up the region’s econo- 
mic policies. Manila remains in 
tjge of defence and foreign 


Separatist MNLF reoels, who 
<ui^n «aigned a gains t tiie Man- 

jla government* s autonomy offer, 
ignored the polls. 

^Mbre than 50,000 people efied 
at tiie Ldght of tiro separatist war 
in ti» l970&- 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
couple conceived a child in 
hopes tiro baby’s bone marrow 
cells could save the life of a 
teen-age daughter who is dying 
of cancer, but ethics experts 
said the detiaon is outrageous 
and trouMii^. 

Such criticism means little to 
Abe Ayala and his wife, Mary. 
They found out this week that 
despite one-in-four odds, their 
unborn baby gfri will be a 
compatible bone marrow 
“stem cell” donor for their 
17-year-old daughter, Amssa, 
who was diagnosed with leuke- 
mia two years ago. 


“We’ve been searching for a 
donor for almost two years and 
we haven’t been able to find 
anybody, so tins is tiro only 
other alternative,” Ayala said 
Friday. “We can’t just stand 


transplant of stem ceDs — 
bone marrow cells that help 
produce various blood cells — 
but no chance if she doesn’t, 
her father said. 

None of tiro Alayas have 
compatible marrow. 

So against the advice of 
Aim’s doctor and after years 
of resisting his wife’s wish to 
have another child, tiro 45- 
year-old Ayala had his vasec- 
tomy reversed last year. Mrs. 
Alaya, 43, is due to deliver a 
baby girl in april. 

If not for Amssa ’s leukemia, 
“it’s true we would have never 
had another baby this late, 
Ayala 


and medicine at the Un iv ersity 
of Southern California. 

“One of the fundamental 
precepts of ethics ... is that 
each person is an end in him- 
self or herself, and is never to 
be used solely as a means to 
another person’s ends without 
tiro a gre em en t of tiro person 
being used,” he said. 

The baby can’t consent to 
the transplant, and the parents 
face a conflict of interest in 
making the decision, the ex- 
perts sakL 


bane marrow and Mood cells. 
Then marrow from a matching 
donor, usually a sibling, is 
injected into tiro leukemia pa- 
tient’s bones so healthy stem 


(face healthy blood cells. 

Ayala said his daughter’s 
leukemia is now stable, and 
doctors expect she wiD be alive 
even if they have to wait until 
her baby sister is 6 months old, 
the youngest age at winch mar- 
row can be transplanted. 


» 




and wait for Arrissa to 
The Ayalas live in Los 
Angeles with Amssa and a 


19-year-old son, Airon. They 

s a 70 


were told that Amssa has 


per cent to 80 per 
if sto 


of surviving if she receives a 


“It is troublesome to say tiro 
least,” medical ethics expert 
Philip Boyle said from tiro 
Ffagfing s centre m Briarciiff 
Manor, New York “its out- 
rageous that people would go 
to this length.” 

“The ideal reason fra having 
a child is associated with that 
child's own welfare — to bring 
a child into being and to nur- 
ture it,” said Alexander Mor- 
gan Capron, a professor erf law 


The Ayalas’ baby “is not 
seen as an end in itself, but as a 
means to another end. The 
fact that the other end is laud- 
able doesn’t change that,” 
Capron said. 

Amssa said she is “sort of 
upset” by c riti cam of her pa- 
rents, bat “we’re going to love 
our baby.” 

Mrs. Ayala said, “our baby 
is going to have more krve than 
she probably can put up with.” 

Leukemia is a cancer of 
white Mood cells. Doctors use 
high-dose radiation and che- 
motherapy to tin diseased 


However, Aztissa’s doctors 
at Gty of Hope national medic- 
al centre in suburban Duarte 
hope to make the marrow 
transplant unnecessary by 
obtaining stem cells from tiro 
baby's iwnhiHral cord blood at 
the time of birth, a painless 
procedure, hospital .spokes-, 
man Charles Mathews said. 

The doctors have said the 
baby faces little risk even if she 
is needed to donate marrow. 
The proced u re re gim e s the 
infant to be put under general 
anesthesia to Mock pain while 
needles are used to remove tiro 
marrow. 


Mongolian opposition 


party proclaimed 


ULAN BATOR (R) — A politic- 
al group seeking to smash Mon- 
golia’s 69-year-old Communist 
system proclaimed itself the na- 
tion’s first opposition political 
p arty Sunday. 

“Long live the Mongolian 
Democratic Party,” shouted lead- 
er Dognridyn Sosor barm to a 
“ ovation from 500 nation- 

far a first 
a large Ulan 
auditorium. 

The party has grown out of the 
Mongolian Democratic Associa- 
tion, which has staged public rat 
fies since its inception last Dc- 


But relations are still cool and 

n B ush has been 
>wt owing” to 



cernber and frequently 
list Party fi 


the Communist Party for causing 
an “eco no mic and spiritual cri- 
sis,” in Mongolia. 

Western diplomats here have 
said the democracy movement 
poses the most serious threat 
ever to the ruling Mongolian Peo- 
ple’s Rrvotatkmary Party. 

They said the movement had 
grown rapidly since December 
and appeared to be gath ering 


Qiina was 

day as a diplomatic suc- 

cess 'for its endorsement of a 
future cons titutio n, or baric law, 
for Hong Kong after the British 
colony rev e rt s to Chi n ese rule in 
1997. 

Qiina and Britain bad fre- 
quently sparred over tiro basic 
law since last June. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple imrctypri through tiro streets 
of Hong Kong in protest against 
tiro June crackdown, and Beijing 
pointedfy warned that the terri- 
tory must not become a “base for 
subversion.” 


Strained relations with tiie 
U.S. improved slightly after the 
second of two controversial visits 
to Ch ina by U.S. National Secur- 
ity Adviser Brent Seowcroft, last 


Some 610 delegates from all 
over this remote Asian state 
crowded into an auditori u m to 
hear «<fh far an end- to Mongo- 
lia's 69-year-old Communist sys- 
tem winch one said made people 
“slaves of a monstrous state 

apparatus.” 

The new party planned to vote 
later Sunday on whether to peti- 
tion the nation's parliament for 
the Pol i tb uro 's resignation. 


Cuba 


heads 


towards 


reforms 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba, defiant 
but concerned about reforms 
sweeping Eastern Europe, wants 
to b rea t h e new fife into its 31- 
year revohitkm by making its 
one-party political s ystem more 
responsive to the people. 

But the island’s r uling 
munist Party, headed by Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro, says it has no 
intention of following its Soviet 
co unterpar t to multi-party poli- 
tics. 

Significant internal reforms un- 
veiled by the party Central Com- 
mittee Saturday' will seek to re- 
vitalise Cuba’s political institu- 
tions by making them more effi- 
cient and more in touch with the 
Bland’s 10 milKoa people. 

While tiro initiative is deariy a 
response to the political and eco- 
nomic reforms in Eastern 
Europe, its main point is to 
strengthen the Communist Par- 
ty’s leading role as enshrined in 
the Caribbean Island’s 1976 Mar- 
xxst-ixmznst oonstnntxon. 

“What we are talking about is 
the perfecting of a single, Lenin- 
ist party based on the jmnciples 
of democratic centralism,” the 
Central Committee said in a 
statement which covered the 
front page of the party daily 



Com- FUd Castro 


ting out of students as.an impor- 
tant gr o up with which , the party 
should keep in touch. 

The authorities have neither 
confirmed nor denied reports by 
human rights activists that several 
studens were arrested last month 
for critidsh^ Castro 
In the proposed re fo r ms , the 
Central Committee called far a 
return to the vahros of the 1959. 
revolution led by Castro that top- 
pled the right-wing dictatorship 
of Fnlgendo Batista. ■„ 

The party’s fresh approach also 
factories a pp oi n tments to bring in 
youth ana washers’ leaders and 
military figaras. 



Tbe declaration marks a part- 
ing of ways between the Cuban 
party and its counterpart in the 
Soviet Union, Cuba’s mam poli- 
tical ally, which this month scrap- 
ped its monopoly of power, paw- 
mg the way for multi-party demo- 


head of the Caban Workers Un- 
ion, ami Roberto Robama, the 
Co mmunis t you t h leader, were 
made substitute members of the 
party pofitbuzo. 

Two other party stalwarts, 
Lionel Soto and the younger 
Jaime Crombet, were maA» vice- 
presidents of the Executive 
Councfi of State headed by 



To strengthen its position, 
Cuba’s Communist Party wants 
to improve all the c oun try’s poli- 
tical ins ti t utions , from the Cen- 
tral Committee down to the 

co mmi tt ee s for the 
of the revolution. 

The Central Committee state- 
ment talked of 
finks with workers’ groups, 

— especially students — 
p ea sants, intellectuals and tbe 
whole nation grouped to its mass' 
organisations.” t 

The initiative appeared aimed 
at heading off criticism that the 
party and its institutions had be- 
come bureaucratic and insensitive 

to grievances about shortages and 


Army General Sixto Batista 
took over from a civilian the task 
of coordinating tiro committees 
for the defence of the revolution, 
which organise patriotic activities 
at grass-roots level and police 
against “coanter-revoln- 



Tfae Central Committee 
offered no concrete rotations to 
Cuba’s mounting economic prob- 
lems. The country’s sugar-based 
economy is being squeezed by a 
growing foreign debt and faihng 
hard currency reserves white the 
changes in Eastern Europe 
threaten to disrupt Its traditional 


Cuba receives vital oil, food, 
machinery and technical aid from 
tiie Soviet Union hi exchange for 
sonar, nickel ami fruit. 

But the Central Committee 
said 


Also significant was the stog- 


econotmc planning commission 

would tackle the problems. ' 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ortega proposes freeing Jailed soldiers 



will meet next 


MANAGUA (R) — Iticaragua’s 
Tuesday to discuss a ‘ * 

some 300 jailed soldiers, a spokesman for the national assembly 
said Saturday. The pro-government El Nuevo Diario newspaper 
said those to be freed were serving jail sentences for desertion, 
indiscipline, damag e to military pro perty and bad conduct. It 
quoted Sandnrista officials as saying a pardon was likely to be 
ap oproved on Tuesday by the Rai^«mrf a ^nwifnaterf assembly and 
the Sandmista soldiers coonld be freed on Wednesday or 
Th u rsday, days before Feb. 25 general elections. About 60 



machmegtm fire indicated they were 

positions. The sounds of fighting appe are d to subside soon after 
tbe helicopters a ppe are d. Bursts of madiiiMgwi fire and the 
thump of explosions could be heard in tiie capital a food Mast was 


Iran avalanche Mila 21 


nediatefy 

emergency official contacted by telephone sa id the fighting was 
centred around the neighbourhoods of San Antonio Abad, Sa« 
Rammeon and San Luis at the foot of the San Salvador volcano 
Hut overlooks the capital. He said an early Mast temporarily 
c aus e d a power failure over much of tiie city. Lights mhw qq 
again around midnight. During the fighting , which raged for 30 
urinates, the sky was lit with flares lobbed by tiie army to 

ilfnminwN* combat SltBS. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — An avalanche in western Iran kilted at 
least 21 people and trapped 110 other under a blanket of snow, 
the Mamie Republic News Agency reported Sunday. The agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, said the avalanche occ ur red Friday after- 
noon in the Zanki (tool mountains near SarDasht dose to the Iraqi 


bonier. It quoted an unidentified local official as saying 79 of tbe 
local villagers trapped by the avalanche were later rescued alive 
and rescue workers continued to search for tiro remaining 31. 


Basques offer to end violence 


The Nicaraguan gov ernm ent last week 

AAA AM • « « ■ m m 


released more than 1,000 jailed Contra rebels and members of 
ousted dktalnr Anastesio Somoza’s national guard as a gesture of 
recondtiation. before tiie elections. “We think that after freeing 

href rwnnattf rtf fh* rational gmtrrl arul fhg f/ttrirag, «t nriringfa 

more just than to free fanner members off the (Sandhrista) army 


Somalia's cabinet sworn In 



who committed some faults,” National Assembly Speaker 
Solis was quoted as saying by El Nuevo Diario. 


Fighting breaks out in San Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Fighting broke out between govern- 
ment troops and leftist rebels in three northern snbnrbs of the 


capital Saturday night, authorities said, blacking out the city as 
helicopters strafed tiro areas with bullets. At least two nrihtary 
helicopters could be seen dieting tiro combat zones, arid 


MOGADISHU (R) — Members of Somalia’s new cahSnmf 
named la* Thursday by President Mohammad Siad Bane, were 
swran in Satmday mght - Somaln had been wittort a g ove rnm ent 
for more than a month, after the president dissolved the 
for f a iling to solve the country's economic and social probl em* 
He later reappointed Prime Minister Mohammad Ali Snmantar 
and instr ucted hbn to select a new cabinet. Several members of 
tbe former cabinet have been dropped and others reappointed. 

Amoqp tire newborn are the inteDQrmfaiEter,CokKielAbdiiIka- 

dir Haji Mohammad, formerly President Siad Bane’s number two 
to tiro ruling party, and the foreign minist er, Ahmed Jama 
Abdulla, former ambassador in London. 


PAMPLONA (R) — Basque sepe rrttoi offered Saturday - to end 
their cam p aign of violence and kidnappings if the g ove r n ment 
resumes talks broken off to Algiers last year. A communique 
issued in Bilbao by 'tiro Heni Batasuna (HB) party, political arm 
of the ETA (Basque Homeland and Freedom) gro u p, said 
kidnappings She tirat^mctastrialgtAdMfo ViDodada Martin, set 
free on Friday night, would cease. VHJodada, 49, was release! 
ttnhnrt by I?TA after 84 days captivity, in exchange fora reported 
$2J7nriQk» ransom. “If the government is printed to renew the 
Algiers dialogue tins type of kkfaapptog ana other armed acts by 
EEA could be avoided,” tiie HB communique said. Achange in 
Basque separatist attitudes was signalled einfler tint week when 
two HB parfiameatftrians-etect called at a news c onferen ce in 


Paris for renewed talks and grid VjBoslada could be: released 



Close gets 
another honour 


HANOVER, New T 

(AP) — Actress Gl enn Close 
scooped up another honour from 1 
a college, tins' time from tiro f # 
Dartmouth Him Society, joining 
Robert Bedford and f jlian Gish J 

as recipients of tiro organisation’s J 
award. ‘1 hope lean keep doing 
the kind of work that warrants • t 


99 . 


U 


l 


actress said at Wednesday’s cere- 
mony at Dartmouth College. ‘ 

It’s deeply moving and I thank t 

cm from tbe bottom of my 
eart.” Close, a five-time 
Academy Award nominee, made . . • 
her film debut in 1982 to .tiie 
World Acanding to Garp. Since 
(hen, she has starred in such films 
as Fatal Attraction, and Danger- 
ous liaisons. Earlier Close had i 

received the Woman of tiro Year 
award . from Hasty Pudding ' 

Theatricals at Harvard Uni- 


versity, 


Shoe sorter finds 
$3,000 in shoe 


FLORID A (AP) — A goodwill 
industries worker accustomed to 
finding change in donated shoes 
ran across one shoe with a bit 
more $3,000. “I took one look at 
that and I said , ‘ob, oh, oh,’.” 
said Fred Knbrt, who has worked 


goodwill 'programme for the 
tried for 20 years. T 


years. The $20 

and $50 tails were in several bank 
envelopes marked with the name 
Mis, Henry Kooarske and an 
address.” Henry konarske, who is 
recuperating fro m a recent hernia 
-operation, answered the tele- 
phone call from goodwill em- 
ployees. He said his wife, martha, 
died recently, and he had don- 
ated some of her belongings. The 
goodwill employees told tbe 90- 
year-oid retired postal worker ab- 
out the cash. “I didn’t know what 
to say,” Konarske said. “It was a 
surpri se to me,~I didn’t know 
anything about it. Until tiie got 
sick about two years ago, she 
took care of all the bills.” 
Konarske said he and -bis niece 
have found $7,000 to dressers and 
shoe boxes around the bouse 

death. 


Connery caught for 
speeding 


SANTA BARBARA, (AP) — 
Actor Sean Connery was caught 
by police driving at high speeds 
along a scenic highway, a la 
James Bond. He has admitted 
gmh and paid a fine, authorities 
said. “007 did it. But unlike ZSA 
ZSA, he didn't fight with police, ” 
said Bob Calvert, Santa Barbara 
county chief trial deputy. Refer- 
ring to Miss Gabor’s conviction 
for slapping a Beverly Hills 
mriiceiiian who stopped bar Rolls- 
Royce. Connery, through his 
attorney, Thursday paid a $190 
speeding ticket for going 131 kph 
when the limit was 88 kph. He. 
was driving a rented 1989 Thnn- 
derbird when he was caught along 
Jhe two-lane highway 154 near* 
the southern California town of- 
Solvang last Dec., 23. A Califor- 
nia highway patrolman ticketed 
him for speeding and for driving 
without a license. The latter 
charge was dismissed after Gon- 
nety’s attorney showed the star 
had a British driver’s license. 
“Too bad he wasn't in an Austin 
.Heafy and got awasy with an oil 
slick or smoke screen,” Calvert 
said. “All the secretaries indie 
office were going crazy. They 
wanted me to male sore that he 
appeared in court I would’ve fast 
a whole day’s work if he did.” 
Connery, tiro first of fbm^actors 
to play Bond, starred in “Ihdfaha 
Jones and the last crusade,” one 
of tbe top grossing movies of 1989 
with $196 million. His newest 
film, “the Hoot for Red, Octo- 
ber” opens next month. 
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